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Nativity of our Lord 
December 24, 2022
4pm Service

St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Welcome and Announcements								

Prelude

Hymn:		“O Come All Ye Faithful”			  	ELW#283

		1O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
		O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
		Come and behold Him Born the King of Angels:
		O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
		O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

		2Highest most holy, Light of light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
		O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

		3Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
		Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
		Glory to God in the highest:
		O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
		O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

		4Yea, Lord we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;
		Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
		Word of the Father Now in Flesh appearing!
		O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
		O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 	


*Christmas Litany:
P:  	The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, who was born one of us, the love of God, who gave us God’s only Son, and the Holy Spirit, who fills us with the promise of Christmas, be with you all.
C:  And also with you.
P:  For a child has been born for us; a son given to us.
C: His name is Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

P:	A virgin will conceive and will bear a son, and his name will be Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  And this will be a sign unto you: you will find the baby wrapped in swaddling cloth and lying in a manger.   
C:	O come, son of David, raised up as a sign for all people and let nothing keep you from coming to save us.
P: 	The Lord himself will give you a sign.  Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son.  And they shall name him Emmanuel, which means, God is with us. 
C: Our God has come down from heaven to be with us. Here is the church, our Lord bestows on us His gifts, glory and His kingdom. 
P:	And the angel said to them, “Fear not! For behold – I bring you good news of great joy for all people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord.
C:	Glory to God in the Highest and peace to God’s people on earth!	

*Prayer of the Day:
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.Amen.

(please be seated)

[bookmark: _Hlk122508646]The First Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7				

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined.  3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in   blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

L:   This is the word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm Paraphrase on Psalm 96:			

R:	Sing to the LORD a brand new song of his salvation day after day.
C:	O sing to the LORD, O sing God a new song.
R:	Shout the good news to the nations about the wonders of his love.
C:	O sing to the LORD, O sing God a new song.
R:	Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised.  He created the universe!
	False gods are mere wood and stone, tatters and rags.
C:	Honor and majesty belong to God; a powerful beauty sets God apart.
R:	Ascribe to the LORD, nations of the world.
C:	Recognize that the LORD is glorious and strong.
R:	Ascribe to the LORD the glory he deserves!
C:	Bring gifts and celebrate!  Bend the knee!
R:	Worship the LORD in all his holy splendor.
C:	Let all the earth tremble and bow down before him.
R:	Say among the nations, “The LORD is king!” Nothing can shake the foundations of the world.
C:	The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands gush with springs;
	The hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!
	We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
	As all the world in wonder echoes shalom.

“Angels We Have Heard on High”								     ELW 289

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

[bookmark: _Hlk122508660]The Second Lesson:	Titus 2:11-14				
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  14He who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
L:   This is the word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.

(Stand) 

*Gospel Acclamation: 		“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 			 ELW 270

(sung)		1Hark! The herald angel sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
		Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
		Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
		With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
		Hark the herald angel sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”	

*Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
			
P:	The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.
C:	Glory to you, O Lord.	

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
P: 	The Gospel of our Lord.
C:	Praise to you, O Christ.

(sung)		3Hail, the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Son of Righteousness!
		Light and life to all He brings, Ris’n with healing in His wings.
		Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die,
		Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give us second birth.
		Hark the herald angel sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

(Sit) 

Children’s Sermon									  Pastor Emily Sauer

Sermon:									              Pastor Emily Sauer

*Hymn of the Day:		“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 			                  ELW#279
1O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
2For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth!
3How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n.
No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
4O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!
*Prayers of Intercession 
P: 	God of Grace	
C: 	Hear our Prayer 

*Peace

Offering: Please consider giving an offering for the mission and ministry of St. Olaf. We can continue to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ with your support and generosity. God bless you.
 
*Offering prayer
God of abundance,
receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,
and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world
the abundance of your grace upon grace,
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

Holy Communion: Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.

*Great Thanksgiving

P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Everlasting God and Father,
We praise you on this holy night for all your gifts of love and grace.
We remember and give thanks for your words of promise to Abraham and Sarah, to Israel, and to
David.
We remember and give thanks for the prophets’ words of hope and peace.
We remember and give thanks for the angel’s announcement of Jesus’ birth.
We remember and give thanks for Mary’s and Joseph’s faithfulness.
We remember and give thanks for the shepherds’ witness.
We remember and give thanks for the birth of your Son, Jesus our Savior, who was born for us and
gave his life for us.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his birth, life, ministry, death, and resurrection we await his coming again.
C: Come, Lord Jesus, come.

P: Bless these gifts of bread and wine with your Holy Spirit, and send your Spirit upon us who receive
these gifts of grace.
C: Come, Holy Spirit.

P: There is joy to the world this night for our Lord is come. All creation sings with the angels, “Glory to
God in highest heaven!” Therefore, we praise and glorify your holy name, almighty Father; through
your Son Jesus Christ born for us; with the Holy Spirit, both now and forever.
C: Amen.						

*Words of Institution 

*Lord’s Prayer 

*Hymn	   “Away in a Manger” 					 	                 ELW #277			 
1Away in a manger, no crib for his bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

2 The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky
and stay by my cradle til morning is nigh.

3Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care
and fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

“Lo How Rose E’er Blooming”					  	ELW	272

Lo, how a rose e'er blooming
	from tender stem hath sprung!
	Of Jesse's lineage coming
	as seers of old have sung,
	it came, a flow'r so bright,
	amid the cold of winter,
	when half-spent was the night.

Isaiah had foretold it,
	the rose I have in mind;
	with Mary we behold it,
	the virgin mother kind.
	To show God's love aright,
	she bore to us a Savior,
	when half-spent was the night.

This flow'r, whose fragrance tender
	with sweetness fills the air,
	dispels with glorious splendor
	the darkness everywhere.
	True man, yet very God,
	from sin and death he saves us
	and lightens ev'ry load.

O Savior, child of Mary,
	who felt our human woe;
	O Savior, king of glory,
	who dost our weakness know:
	bring us at length, we pray,
	to the bright courts of heaven
	and into endless day.

*The Light of Christ:								           
As the lights are dimmed, Pastor will pass the light from the Christ candle. You will receive the light from your neighbor.

P:	The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
C:	those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light as shined.
P:	In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
C:	He was in the beginning with God.
P:	What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
C:	The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
P:	The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
C:	And the Word became flesh, and we have seen his glory.
P:	Arise, shine, for you light has come.
C:	And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

*Hymn:		“Silent Night”							ELW #281

1Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

3Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace.
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

P:        Let us pause and take a moment to soak in the glow of God’s love that has come to us in Jesus. 

(Candles remain lit)

P:	May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the wise men, and the peace of the Christ child.  Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
C:	Amen.

*Sending Hymn			“Joy to the World” 				    	     ELW #267
Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.

Dismissal:
Go in peace.  Christ the Savior is born!
Thanks be to God.

(Candles may be “extinguished” as you exit the sanctuary. Baskets for the candles are located in the narthex.)

Postlude

















[bookmark: _Hlk118195230]Assisting in Worship 
Presider: Pastor Emily Sauer
Music: Matt Drees 
Readers: Viv Nore
Alcolytes: Mikayla Liska,  Hayden O’Brion, Sydney Carver
Communion: Rick and Mary Kuhlman, Viv Nore
Usher: Mitch Craigmile
Tech: Mark Oester, Marc Matthes, Bob Younie

Thanks to all who gave poinsettias in memory of loved ones: Rae Nanninga, Dennis Gross, Sheri Morud, Eileen Carroll, Bev Doerzman, Mitch Craigmile, Judy and Carroll Lang, Linda Cartee, Amy Crouse and Sandy Hess. 



A Visit from Jesus
By Ross Hauck
‘Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the church
All the people were singing, hearts and voices did merge.
The room was bedecked with the finest of care
In hopes of blessing the song and the prayer.
The old folk were nestled all snug in their pews
But were not slow to rise at the standing cues.
Our children, too, joined in the song
With finger in hymnal, they followed along.
Mamma at the mic, and I on the bench,
She sang a lullaby, I sang in French.
The pastor was sporting his best Christmas tie
For “Hark! The Herald”, he held hands high
The room was brimful, the singing loud,
This church a temple, with holy cloud.
When in my heart arose such delight
“Summer in winter! day in night!”
I rejoiced at this miraculous night
That made the darkness yield to light.
I closed my eyes, flew like a flash
Before the throne and the sea of glass.
The Lamb was the light, born to reign,
No more night, and no more pain.
Then what to my wondering eyes did appear
All creatures falling down to revere.
My heart was touched with hallowed fire,
And I joined my voice with the angel choir.
Then I returned, opened up my eyes
But the door was not shut to paradise.
I saw an earthbound Revelation throng,
Yet instead of angels leading the song,
The people were now the “heavenly host,”
Hearts aflame with the Holy Ghost.
Living rocks crying out in praise
Had built a tabernacle in this place.
They were singing of that glorious birth
By which heaven stooped down to earth.
Music from the other spheres,
Now manifest in mortal ears.
Love came down and struck a chord
Inside each heart that calls him Lord.
The all-powerful Word in flesh became
Emmanuel, he called each by name,
“Now, Eric! Now, Kurt! Now, Julie and Shiv!
Life abundant to you I freely give!”
For unto you a Savior is born
And every Rose shall lose its thorn.
Then at the sound of that trumpet call,
We shall dash away, dash away, dash away all!
So to his cradle the faithful flew,
The eternal One is now made new,
A song of sorrow was their Lullaby
For the Prince of Life came to die,
To wear a crown upon his head
So that we may no more dread
The terror by night, nor the arrow at day,
The power of Sin shall not hold sway.
Love’s flame melts away the dross
When he spread his arms upon the cross,
And humbly laying his glory aside
At the will of the Father he suffered and died.
But on the third day He arose and now
At his name every knee shall bow.
And so, we exult, for this is true,
All honor be given where it is due.
Ransomed hearts sing and are blessed,
Love is not complete till it’s expressed.
We shout His praise, we spread His fame;
After all, Christmas bears His name.
And as the service ended that night,
Faces aglow with candlelight,
I knew that we had worshipped aright,

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL, AND TO ALL A GOOD NIGHT
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