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“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


*EASTER WELCOME
P: Christ is Risen! 
C: He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
P: We heard His words, “it is finished!” Today, we see the proof that our sins have been paid for and death has been conquered. On this most joyous of days, let us raise our voices to our risen and living Savior! Christ is Risen!
C: He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 *THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P:   Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth,
through the city,
through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.
In Jesus Christ, you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
Amen.
Aspergillum is a liturgical implement used to sprinkle water. 
We do this to remember the gift of Holy Baptism.

* SONG					“Remember”	
*Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray…
C: God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated
*Gospel: Luke 24:1-12
Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers go to the tomb with embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women become the first to proclaim the amazing news of resurrection.
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 24th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
1On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

P: The gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you O Christ. 

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S SERMON								 	    Emily Wikner

SERMON										       Pastor Emily Sauer

*SONG OF THE DAY				Living Hope 
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
[bookmark: _Hlk100748004]*PEACE 
OFFERING Please consider giving an offering for the mission and ministry at St. Olaf. We can continue to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ with your support and generosity. God bless you! 
*OFFERING PRAYER
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together
in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table.
Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body,
that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*HOLY COMMUNION  
The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, come.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

*LORD’S PRAYER 
All baptized Christians are welcome at the Lord’s table. 
Children are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.

SONG					Worthy is the Lamb					
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
*BLESSING
P: St. Paul encourages: “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? The sting of death is sin and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my brothers & sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ + and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit with you all! 
C: Amen! 
P: Now may the glorious Father, who by His power raised our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, give you the Spirit of wisdom to know the hope to which He has called you. And may He preserve you in body and soul until our own resurrection on the day of Christ. Let all of God’s people say, “AMEN!”
C: AMEN!
P: Christ is Risen!
C: He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 

*HYMN 		 			Because He Lives! 			

*DISMISSAL
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Assisting in Worship
Presider: Pastor Emily Sauer					Education Director: Emily Wikner
Contemporary Worship Director: Matthew Drees 	Band: Tony Halsrud & Ray Feidler 
Communion Assistants: Emily Wikner, Linda Cartee	Greeters: Dennis Gross 
Ushers:  Linda Junkman, Linda Cartee			Crossbearer: Mason Liska
Acolytes: Makayla Liska & Alyssa Durschmidt 		Van Driver: Dennis Gross
Tech: Mark Oester, Marc Matthes, Bob Younie			




Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

	




Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as appropriate.
On this day of resurrection joy, let us offer our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and our world.
A brief silence.
Renewing God, the good news of your resurrection changed the world. Give church leaders and all the baptized the same excitement as the women at the tomb, and inspire us to share your abundant life. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Sustaining God, your creation abounds with signs of new life in budding trees and newborn creatures. Provide fertile soil, ample sunlight, and nourishing rain for the growth of plants, and provide farmers with a plentiful harvest. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Sheltering God, strengthen and sustain all who support vulnerable people across the world (especially). Empower government agencies and international organizations that provide for refugees and migrants forced to leave their homelands. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Encouraging God, you do a new thing among us. We pray for those gripped by fear and anxiety or who suffer in any way (especially). Send us as your healing presence to places of hunger, pain, illness, or overwhelming sorrow. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Surprising God, you offer endless ways for us to delight in your grace. Give this community of faith a sense of joy and wonder in exploring new avenues of faith formation, worship, and discipleship. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Resurrecting God, you make us alive in Christ. Thank you for blessing us with faithful witnesses who now rest in you (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We offer to you these petitions and those we carry in our hearts, trusting in your abundant and ever-present mercy.
Amen.
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