St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Pastor Emily Sauer
Sunday, November 1, 2020
All Saint’s Sunday

All Saints' Day celebration has a long history in the worship life of the Christian Church.  It began as a commemoration of the martyrs who had died for the faith, and it has since become a day when we honor and remember those who, in death, have joined the Church Triumphant, as well as the faithful saints of the present who serve Jesus Christ.  Martin Luther held that all Christians are simultaneously sinner and saint--a sinner because of our rebellious nature, but a saint because of salvation in Jesus.

Today, by reading their names and by ringing a bell and lighting a candle for each, we remember those of our congregation who have died and who have been baptized during the past year.  Afterward, there will be an opportunity for anyone in the congregation to come forward to light a candle in memory of someone dear to them.  This will proceed spontaneously and at will; there will be no ushers directing you. Please maintain social distancing. Following the lighting of the candles, we proclaim the message of hope and life eternal through Jesus Christ.  May all the saints, past and present, endure forever in God's grace!

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*LITURGY OF REMEMBRANCE
P:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy and the God of all       consolation. God comforts us in all our sorrows so that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have received from God.
     C:  Thanks be to God!
      P:  When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried therefore
      with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
      we, too, might live a new life.  For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
      certainly be united with him in a resurrection like His.


HONORING & REMEMBERING

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dearly Beloved of St. Olaf Lutheran Church who have been baptized and who have died since last All Saints' Sunday along with loved ones names who have been submitted, one large candle symbolizes all those who have died of Covid-19 in 2020


*LIGHTING CANDLES OF REMEMBRANCE 
During the lighting of candles, we will sing. Feel free to come forward to the altar railing during the singing of the hymn to light a candle in honor and remembrance of a family member or friend.  We encourage children to participate.  Remember the power of the resurrection!

(please be seated)




HYMN				“For All the Saints”					ELW 422

1	For all the saints who from their labors rest,
	who thee by faith before the world confessed,
	thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.
	Alleluia! Alleluia!
2	Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
	thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
	thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light.
	Alleluia! Alleluia!

3	Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine,
	we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
	yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
	Alleluia! Alleluia!

4	And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
	steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
	and hearts are brave again and arms are strong.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

5	The golden evening brightens in the west;
soon, soon to faithful servants cometh rest;
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest.
Alleluia! Alleluia!

6	But then there breaks a yet more glorious day:
	the saints triumphant rise in bright array;
	the King of glory passes on his way.
	Alleluia! Alleluia!

7	From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,
	through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
	singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
	Alleluia! Alleluia!





*GREETING

P: 	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: 	And also with you. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(please be seated)
First Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 (NRSV)
The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during a time of great oppression. Today’s reading is a response to the question asked in 6:17: “Who is able to stand?” The writer gives the faithful the assurance of God’s protection and a vision of victory.
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
 and thanksgiving and honor
 and power and might
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
  13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
 15For this reason they are before the throne of God,
  and worship him day and night within his temple,
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
  the sun will not strike them,
  nor any scorching heat;
 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

[bookmark: _Hlk54861423]L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God. 



Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3 (NRSV)

A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out of divine love, set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall see God as God really is.
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 (NRSV)
In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are blessed with God’s favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and control over others.
P:	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th   chapter.
C:	Glory to you, O Lord.

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
  3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
  4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
  8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
  11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

P: The gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you O Christ. 

SERMON						        			Pastor Emily Sauer



*HYMN OF THE DAY	 Shall We Gather at the River                     ELW 423

1	Shall we gather at the river,
	where bright angel feet have trod,
	with its crystal tide forever
	flowing by the throne of God?

Refrain
	Yes, we'll gather at the river,
	the beautiful, the beautiful river;
	gather with the saints at the river
	that flows by the throne of God.

2	On the margin of the river,
	washing up its silver spray,
	we will walk and worship ever,
	all the happy golden day.  Refrain

3	Ere we reach the shining river,
	lay we ev'ry burden down;
	grace our spirits will deliver,
	and provide a robe and crown.  Refrain

4	Soon we'll reach the shining river,
	soon our pilgrimage will cease;
	soon our happy hearts will quiver
	with the melody of peace.  Refrain




*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk45268033]*Prayers of Intercession  
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

*Peace
P: 	The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: 	And also with you.
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace with a peace sign or an air high five. 

Offering: At this time we will receive our offering for the mission and ministry at the PayPal.me/stolaffd, the Vanco app, by dropping it in our offering plate on your way out or by mailing a check to our church. We appreciate your good gifts as they further sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.


*Offering Prayer

P: God of all goodness,
generations have turned to you,
gathered around your table,
and shared your abundant blessings.
Number us among them
that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance,
and give thanks for your rich blessings,
we may feast upon your very self
and care for all that you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Servant.

C:	Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the witness of your saints
you show us the hope of our calling,
and strengthen us to run the race set before us,
that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in glory.
And so, with (__________ and) all the saints,
with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
The body and blood of Christ given & shed for you. Our elements will be distributed as you exit worship today so that we can social distance and mitigate germs. The bread and wine has been blessed and has become the real presence of Jesus’ body and blood. Each individual wafer/grape juice is prepackaged and then packaged again in a snack sized Ziploc bag. Please take one off the trays at the various exits. Communion will be celebrated the 1st and 3rd Sundays and Wednesdays of the month. If you are watching with us online, you’re welcome to stop by the church to pick up your communion as well. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*BLESSING

	P:	Holy God,
		Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
		bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.

	C:	Amen.

*SENDING HYMN			When the Saint’s Go Marching In         (vs 1, 2, 4, 6)

1	Oh, when the saints go marching in,
	oh, when the saints go marching in,
	O Lord, I want to be in that number
	when the saints go marching in.

2	Oh, when the Lord in glory comes,
	oh, when the Lord in glory comes,
	O Lord, I want to be in that number
	when the Lord in glory comes.

4	Oh, when they gather round the throne,
	oh, when they gather round the throne,
	O Lord, I want to be in that number
	when they gather round the throne.

6	And on that hallelujah day,
	and on that hallelujah day,
	O Lord, I want to be in that number
	on that hallelujah day.

*DISMISSAL
P:	Go in peace. Remember the poor.

C:	Thanks be to God.




Assisting in Worship 
Presider:  Pastor Emily Sauer
Reader:    Viv Nore
Organist: Jason Swedlund
Soloist:    Scott Otto 

