St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Sunday, September 13, 2020
Lectionary 23, Year A

 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all stand before the judgement of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.
*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P: 	Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.
Amen.
AM:	Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.
AM: 	Reconciling God,
C: 	we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves
and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

AM: 	Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy
	we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.
Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit. Amen





*HYMN				Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise		ELW  834

1	Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
	in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
	most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
	almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise!

2	Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
	nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
	thy justice like mountains high soaring above
	thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

3	To all, life thou givest, to both great and small;
	in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
	we blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree,
	and wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.

4	Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in light;
	thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
	all laud we would render; oh, help us to see
	'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.
		 		
P: 	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: 	And also with you. 




In peace, let us pray to the Lord.     

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen.


Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

*Prayer of the Day

AM: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals would fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.






First Reading
Genesis 50:15-21	
New Revised Standard Version
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 So they approached[a] Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept,[b] fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.
Word of God, word of life.      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Second Reading
Romans 14:1-12
New Revised Standard Version
14 Welcome those who are weak in faith,[a] but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord[b] is able to make them stand.
5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6 Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister?[c] Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?[d] For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.[e] 11 For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to[f] God.” 12 So then, each of us will be accountable to God.[g]
Word of God, word of life.

*Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Matthew 18:21-35
New Revised Standard Version

	P:	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.
	C:	Glory to you, O Lord.
21 Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church[a] sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven[b] times. 23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents[c] was brought to him; 25 and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii;[d] and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister[e] from your heart.”

	L:	Word of God, word of life.
	C:	Thanks be to God.

SERMON									Pastor Emily Sauer

*HYMN OF THE DAY		 Where Charity and Love Prevail		ELW 359

1	Where charity and love prevail,
	there God is ever found;
	brought here together by Christ's love,
	by love we thus are bound.

2	With grateful joy and holy fear,
	God's charity we learn;
	let us with heart and mind and soul
	now love God in return.

3	Let us recall that in our midst
	dwells Christ, God's holy Son;
	as members of each body joined,
	in him we are made one.

4	Let strife among us be unknown;
	let all contentions cease.
	Be God's the glory that we seek;
	be his our only peace.

5	Let us forgive each other's faults
	as we our own confess,
	that we may love each other well
	in Christian gentleness.
Text: Latin hymn, 9th. cent.; tr. Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk45268033]*Prayers of Intercession  
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

*Peace
AM: 	The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: 	And also with you.
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace with a peace sign or an air high five. 

Offering: At this time we will receive our offering for the mission and ministry at the PayPal.me/stolaffd, the Vanco app, by dropping it in our offering plate on your way out or by mailing a check to our church. We appreciate your good gifts as they further sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.


*Offering Prayer

AM: 	God of goodness and growth,
all creation is yours,
and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread:
these are signs of your abundant grace.
Nourish us through these gifts,
that we might proclaim your steadfast love
in our communities and in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our strength and our song

C:	Amen.


* Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in Heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*Blessing

P: 	Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ,
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
C: 	Amen.

*HYMN				Sent Forth by God's Blessing                       ELW  547

1	Sent forth by God's blessing,
	our true faith confessing,
	the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
	The supper is ended.
	Oh, now be extended
	the fruits of this service in all who believe.
	The seed of Christ's teaching,
	receptive souls reaching,
	shall blossom in action for God and for all.
	Your grace shall incite us,
	your love shall unite us
	to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2	With praise and thanksgiving
	to God ever-living,
	the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
	our faith ever sharing,
	in love ever caring,
	embracing God's children, the whole human race.
	With your feast you feed us,
	with your light now lead us;
	unite us as one in this life that we share.
	Then may all the living
	with praise and thanksgiving
	give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved.
			 
*Dismissal
AM: 	Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C: 	Thanks be to God.

Assisting in Worship 
Presider: Pastor Emily Sauer
Reader:	Nancy Hamilton
Organist: Jason Swedlund
[bookmark: _GoBack]Soloist: Linda Mumm
We will be celebrating Holy Communion on Wednesday Evenings at the West entrance of the church from 5-6 pm during the month of September.
We will not be celebrating Holy Baptism during this pandemic. We do not feel there is a safe way to provide these sacraments as the virus continues to spread. May God hold you close during this difficult time. 
