St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Sunday, September 13, 2026
16th Sunday after Pentecost

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all
stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. When
we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the cross, we
are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.

Welcome & Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God,

who pours love into our hearts

and healing upon the earth.

Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith,
let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness
in the world and in our own hearts.

Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships.
Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love

to others.

Turn our hearts back to you.

Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.
Renew us to live as your holy people,

following the way of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

Hear this good news:
We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ,



in whom there is no condemnation,

but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.
Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.

*Hymn O Beautiful for Spacious Skies ELW 888

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Kyrie pg 138
*Glory to God pg 140
*Prayer of the Day

O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may
delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21
15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to
him?” '° So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction
before he died, 7 “Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. '® Then his
brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” ' But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of
God? *° Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. ?' So have no fear; I
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them,
speaking kindly to them.

L: Word of God. Word of Life

C: Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 103 8-13
? you will not al- | ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- | ger forever.



1Y ou have not dealt with us according ' to our sins,
nor repaid us according to | our iniquities.

" For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.

12 As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our transgres-sions from us.

Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12

"'Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only

vegetables. * Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed

them. * Who are you to pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make
them stand.

> Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ¢ Those who observe the day,
observe it for the Lord. Also, those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks
to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.

"For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. ® If we live, we
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. ° For to this end Christ died and lived again, so
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

1Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of
God. ' For it is written,

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,

and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1280 then, each one of us will be held accountable.
L: Word of God. Word of Life
C: Thanks be to God

*Gospel Acclamation (Alleluia) pg 142

*Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18" chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ! “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;
believe also in me. ? In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were
not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? * And if I go and



prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where
I am, there you may be also. * And you know the way to the place where I am
going.” °> Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can
we know the way?” ® Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ° Jesus
said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know
me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the
Father’? 1 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The
words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells in me
does his works. !! Believe me that [ am in the Father and the Father is in me, but if
you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. > Very truly, I tell you,
the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. '* I will do whatever you
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. '*If in my name you
ask me for anything, I will do it.”

P: The gospel of our Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Kids Sermon Pastor Jim McColley
Sermon Pastor Jim McColley
*Hymn God, When Human Bonds are Broken ELW 603
*Apostles Creed pg 105

* Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

*Peace (Feel free to share a handshake or hug)

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Please share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering: Please consider giving an offering for the mission and ministry of St.
Olaf. We can continue to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ with your support and
generosity. God bless you. Also, please pass the attendance sheets down your row and
fill out your info.



*Offering prayer

God of creation,

you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;

make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors,

today and always.

Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer

*Blessing

The God of love

draw you into full accord and one mind,

in the body of Christ Jesus.

Amen.

The God of hope

grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace

+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Hymn God Be With You Till We Meet Again

*Dismissal
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

ELW 536
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