
St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

Sunday, June 21, 2026 

4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiah feels the 

pain of rejection from those who do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus 

declares that his words may bring stark division. Even so, we need not be afraid for 

God accounts for each hair on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, 

frustration, division, and death, God’s grace and love make us a new creation each 

day. Marked with the cross and filled with holy food, we are sent from worship to 

witness to Christ in the world. 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 



*Hymn    All Are Welcome         ELW 641 v 1-3 

   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you.  

 

*Kyrie                     pg 203 

 

*Come Let Us Join           pg 204 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count 

the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to 

labor and not to ask for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

 

Blessing of men 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-13 

 7 O Lord, you have enticed me, 

  and I was enticed; 

 you have overpowered me, 

  and you have prevailed. 

 I have become a laughingstock all day long; 

  everyone mocks me. 

 8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; 

  I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” 

 For the word of the Lord has become for me 

  a reproach and derision all day long. 

 9 If I say, “I will not mention him 

  or speak any more in his name,” 

 then within me there is something like a burning fire 

  shut up in my bones; 

 I am weary with holding it in, 

  and I cannot. 

 10 For I hear many whispering: 

  “Terror is all around! 

 Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” 

  All my close friends 



  are watching for me to stumble. 

 “Perhaps he can be enticed, 

  and we can prevail against him 

  and take our revenge on him.” 

 11 But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior; 

  therefore my persecutors will stumble, 

  and they will not prevail. 

 They will be greatly shamed, 

  for they will not succeed. 

 Their eternal dishonor 

  will never be forgotten. 

 12 O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous; 

  you see the heart and the mind; 

 let me see your retribution upon them, 

  for to you I have committed my cause. 

 13 Sing to the Lord; 

  praise the Lord! 

 For he has delivered the life of the needy 

  from the hands of evildoers. 

           L: Word of God. Word of Life 

           C: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm: Psalm 69:7-10 

 7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear wit- | ness against you; 

  for I am | God, your God. 

 8 I do not accuse you because | of your sacrifices; 

  your burnt offerings are al- | ways before me. 

 9 I will not accept a calf | from your stalls, 

  nor goats | from your pens; 

 10 for all the wild animals of the for- | est are mine, 

  the cattle on a | thousand hills.  

 11 I know every bird | of the mountains, 

  and the creatures of the | fields are mine. 

 12 If I were hungry, I | would not tell you, 

  for the whole world is mine and all | that is in it. 

 13 Do you think I eat the | flesh of bulls, 

  or drink the | blood of goats? 

 14 Offer to God a sacrifice | of thanksgiving 

  and make good your vows to | the Most High. 

 15 Call upon me in the | day of trouble; 

  I will deliver you, and you shall | honor me. 



Second Reading: Romans 6:1b-11 
1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How 

can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried 

with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 

  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be 

united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified 

with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be 

enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, 

we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from 

the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 The death 

he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you 

also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.               

              L: Word of God. Word of Life 

              C: Thanks be to God 

 

*Gospel Acclamation (Alleluia)                  pg 205 

 

*Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 10th chapter 

C: Glory to you, O Lord 

 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above 

the master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the 

master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will 

they malign those of his household! 

  26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered 

and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell 

in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not 

fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can 

destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not 

one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of 

your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 

sparrows. 

  32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I 

also will deny before my Father in heaven. 

  34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to 

bring peace but a sword. 

 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, 



 and a daughter against her mother, 

 and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 

 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 

loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever does not 

take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will 

lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”          

         P: The gospel of our Lord 

         C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon                Katie Bills 

 

Sermon               Pastor Jim McColley

    

*Hymn    Will You Come and Follow Me       ELW 798 v1-3 

 

*Apostles Creed           pg 105 

 

* Prayers of Intercession  

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

*Peace (Feel free to share a handshake or hug) 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Please share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace.  

 

Offering: Please consider giving an offering for the mission and ministry of St. 

Olaf. We can continue to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ with your support and 

generosity. God bless you. Also, please pass the attendance sheets down your row and 

fill out your info. 

 

*Offering prayer 

Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



* Great Thanksgiving & Holy, Holy, Holy       pg 206-207 

 

*Words of Institution                    

 

*Lord’s Prayer  

 

Holy Communion Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

 

Communion Hymns   Borning Cry         ELW 732 

    

*Prayer After Communion 

Compassionate God, 

through the gifts of bread and wine 

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. 

Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

*Blessing  

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 

 

*Hymn     O Jesus, I Have Promised          ELW 810 v1-3 

  

*Dismissal  

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assisting in Worship  

Presider: Pastor Emily Sauer-Alvarez 

Assisting: Pastor Jim McColley 

Organist: Jason Swedlund 

Reader: Viv Nore 

Ushers: David Osterberg, Fran Long 

Communion: Viv Nore and Lynda Mumm 

Communion setup: Bev Fortney and Jane Forbes 

Tech: Mark Oester 
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Offering: $2821.72     Attendance: 98 


