St. Olaf Lutheran Church

Sunday, March 22, 2026
Fifth Sunday in Lent

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the
dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To
those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s
promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised
with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we
remember God'’s unfailing promise in our baptism.

Welcome & Announcements

*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hide: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of



Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Hymn Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW 712 v1-2

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

*Kyrie pg 147

*Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated.

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
' The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of

the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. > He led me
all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very
dry.  He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you
know.” * Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the Lord. ° Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh
to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live,
and you shall know that [ am the Lord.”

7So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them, but there was no breath in them. ? Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” '°1
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

"' Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off



completely.” !> Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am
going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I
will bring you back to the land of Israel. '* And you shall know that I am
the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my
people. "*I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says
the Lord.”

L: Word of God. Word of Life

C: Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 130
'Out ! of the depths
I cry to ! you, O Lord;
20 Lord, ' hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my ! supplication.
3If you were to keep watch | over sins,
O Lord,  who could stand?
4Yet with you ! is forgiveness,
in order that you | may be feared.
3T wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits;
in your word ! is my hope.
6 My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ! for the
morning,
more than those who keep watch ! for the morning.
70 Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love;
with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption.
8For the Lord shall | redeem Israel
from ! all their sins

Second Reading: Romans 8:9b-11
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. '° But if
Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. ' If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

L: Word of God. Word of Life

C: Thanks be to God



*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: John 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11™ chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord

3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” * But when
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” > Accordingly, though
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, ° after having heard that Lazarus was
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

"Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again !” When Jesus
arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days ?° When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. 2! Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not
have died. *> But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of
him.” % Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” * Martha said to him, “I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” *° Jesus said to her,
“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
will live, ?° and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the
Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he
was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. ** He said, “Where have you laid
him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” * Jesus began to weep. *® So the
Jews said, “See how he loved him!” *’ But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone was lying against it. *° Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead
four days.” *° Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see



the glory of God?” *!' So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and
said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. ** I knew that you always hear me,
but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe
that you sent me.” ** When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out!” ** The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth
and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”
# Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus

did believed in him.

P: The gospel of our Lord

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Children’s Sermon Katie Bills
Sermon Pastor Emily Sauer-Alvarez
*Hymn Healer of Our Every Il ELW 612
*Apostles Creed pg 105

* Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

*Peace (Feel free to share a handshake or hug)

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P: Please share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering: Please consider giving an offering for the mission and ministry of St.
Olaf. We can continue to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ with your support and
generosity. God bless you. Also, please pass the attendance sheets down your row and
fill out your info.

*Offering prayer

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.



Amen.
*Lord’s Prayer

*Blessing

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

*Hymn Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW 886 v1-4

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Assisting in Worship
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Assisting: Pastor Emily Sauer-Alvarez

Organist: Jason Swedlund

Reader: Nancy Hamilton

Ushers: Craig Hamilton, Viv Nore, Karla Berg, Terry Hansen
Tech: Marc Matthes



