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St. Olaf Lutheran Church
March 31, 2024
Easter Sunday TRADITIONAL
9:00am




“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather together with astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


*Easter Welcome
P: Christ is Risen! 
C: He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
P: We heard His words, “it is finished!” Today, we see the proof that our sins have been paid for and death has been conquered. On this most joyous of days, let us raise our voices to our risen and living Savior! Christ is Risen!
C: He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
[bookmark: _Hlk131163777]*Processional Hymn		Jesus Christ Has Risen Today 	              ELW 365
*Thanksgiving for Baptism
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the wellspring of grace,
our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
Immersed in the promises of baptism,
let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your voice thundered over the deep
and water became the essence of life.
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official
entered your boundless baptismal life.
Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.
We rejoice with glad hearts,
giving all honor and praise to you,
through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Aspergillum is a liturgical implement used to sprinkle water. 
We do this to remember the gift of Holy Baptism.
*Song		The Easter Day with Joy was Bright	             	    ELW 384
*Prayer of the Day 
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

*Special Music	  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 	           Sanctuary Choir

Please be seated

First Reading: Acts 10:34-43
Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name would reach out to all people.
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God. 
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Ps. 118:24)
 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good;
  God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
 2Let Israel | now declare,
  “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.”
 14The LORD is my strength | and my song,
  and has become | my salvation.
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous:
  “The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!
 16The right hand of the LORD| is exalted!
  The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!”
 17I shall not | die, but live,
  and declare the works | of the LORD. 
 18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely,
  but did not hand me o- | ver to death.
 19Open for me the | gates of righteousness;
  I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD.
 20“This is the gate | of the LORD;
  here the righ- | teous may enter.”
 21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me
  and you have become | my salvation. 
 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected
  has become the chief | cornerstone.
 23By the LORD has | this been done;
  it is marvelous | in our eyes.
 24This is the day that the | LORD has made;
  let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 
[bookmark: _Hlk100740628]Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the Risen One in the preaching of this faith.
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.
 3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God. 

[bookmark: _Hlk162418957]*Gospel Acclamation (Alleluia)								pg 142
[bookmark: _Hlk131163675]*Gospel: Mark 16:1-8

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the 16th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
[bookmark: _Hlk131163633]The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement.
1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
P: The gospel of our Lord.
C: Praise to you O Christ. 								

Please be seated

Children’s Sermon					           Pastor Emily Sauer-Alvarez

[bookmark: _Hlk131163704]Sermon							           Pastor Emily Sauer-Alvarez

*Hymn		Now All the Vault of Heaven Resound		         	    ELW 367

*Apostles Creed	 									         pg 105

*Prayers of Intercession
God of grace,
hear our prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk153270805]*Peace (Feel free to share a handshake or hug)
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Please share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace. 
Offering Please consider giving an offering for the mission and ministry at St. Olaf. We can continue to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ with your support and generosity. God bless you! 
*Offering Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk160019072]Risen One,
you call us to believe and bear fruit.
May the gifts that we offer here
be signs of your abiding love.
Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk131164019]
[bookmark: _Hlk162357432]Holy Communion The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. Come and eat at God’s table.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*Words of Institution 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Communion Hymns 	I Am the Bread of Life				              ELW 485
[bookmark: _Hlk131164126]				Good Christian Friends Rejoice		              ELW 385

*Prayer After Communion
[bookmark: _Hlk162357501]Shepherding God,
you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.
Send us forth from this banquet
to proclaim your goodness
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen.
*BLESSING
[bookmark: _Hlk162418862]Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope
☩ bless you now and always.
Amen.

*HYMN 		    I Know That My Redeemer Lives 	   	 	     ELW 619 v 1-4
	
*DISMISSAL
[bookmark: _Hlk162418854]Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
[bookmark: _Hlk160533593]

Tulips were donated by: Linda Cartee in memory of Bud Cartee, Mitch Craigmile in memory of Norma Craigmile, Mike and Jolynn Sunken in memory of Barb Jensen, Mark and Tammy Oester in memory of Anne Oester, and Lynda Mumm in memory of Lyle Mumm. Linda Cartee in memory of Rod Cartee, Vera Hartman in memory of Howard Hartman, Carole Peters in memory of Dave Peters, Doug and Sue Seltz in honor of the children and families Kingdom Kids of St Olaf will serve.
Hydrangeas were donated by: Eileen Carroll in memory of Kathy Stambaugh, Chris and Dave Dutcher in memory of Gary Dutcher, Dennis Gross in memory of Teresa Gross, Doug and Sue Seltz in honor of the children and families Kingdom Kids of St Olaf will serve.
[bookmark: _Hlk131164227]


Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!



Assisting in Worship

Presider: Pastor Jim McColley
Preaching: Pastor Emily Sauer-Alvarez
Organist: Jason Swedlund
Crucifer: Breanna Kalvig
Reader: Viv Nore
Usher: Viv Nore, Karla Berg, Doug Kinseth
Communion: Vera Hartman, Stacy Hendrickson
Acolyte: Mason Zuspann, Avery Bryhne 

Sound: Marc Matthes
 A special thank you to Kim Peimann for making the communion bread.
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