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Nativity of our Lord 
December 24, 2023
7pm Service




Welcome and Announcements								

Prelude

Hymn:		“O Come All Ye Faithful”	  			      		      ELW 283


[bookmark: _Hlk153977065]1O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him Born the King of Angels:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

2Highest most holy, Light of light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father Now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

3Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

4Yea, Lord we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father Now in Flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
	
*CALL TO WORSHIP
P: Come, faithful watchers, and behold, your salvation is here!
C: We greet the Wondrous Light, our Messiah, Christ the Lord.
P: We have waited and watched, longing for God to show up and save us from the suffering and pain in our world.
C: We greet the Wondrous Light, the fulfillment of our shocking hope.
P: We have waited and watched, longing for peace to reign among us, a peace that removes unjust barriers, frees us from sin, and binds us together as neighbors, family, and friends.
C: We greet the Wondrous Light, the bringer of our just peace.
P: We have waited and watched, longing for joy that is persistent in the face of the grief, lament, chaos, and oppression that weigh on us day in and day out.
C: We greet the Wondrous Light, the source of our fierce joy.
P: We have waited and watched, longing to encounter the love that transforms us, the Love that is now here among us, first as a babe in a manger, then as a teacher, a friend, and our Savior.
C: We greet the Wondrous Light, Love Incarnate who has come to save us and transform us.
Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
AM: Emmanuel, God-with-us most of all tonight, your light lifts our hearts, our spirits, and our voices. We give you thanks for your birth long ago and presence with us always. Your hope is more trustworthy than our promises. Your peace is deeper than our prayers. Your joy teaches us to sing even when we want to cry. Your love is wider than the chorus of the galaxies, and yet your Star shines on us now in this church which has become a manger. 
Amen.

(please be seated)

[bookmark: _Hlk122508646]The First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7				
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined.  3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder.  4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in   blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
L:   This is the word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96:			
L:	Sing to the LORD a brand new song of his salvation day after day.
C:	O sing to the LORD, O sing God a new song.
L:	Shout the good news to the nations about the wonders of his love.
C:	O sing to the LORD, O sing God a new song.
L:	Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised.  He created the universe!
	False gods are mere wood and stone, tatters and rags.
C:	Honor and majesty belong to God; a powerful beauty sets God apart.
L:	Ascribe to the LORD, nations of the world.
C:	Recognize that the LORD is glorious and strong.
L:	Ascribe to the LORD the glory he deserves!
C:	Bring gifts and celebrate!  Bend the knee!
L:	Worship the LORD in all his holy splendor.
C:	Let all the earth tremble and bow down before him.
L:	Say among the nations, “The LORD is king!” Nothing can shake the foundations of the world.
C:	The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands gush with springs;
	The hills and mountains shall break forth with singing!
	We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace,
	As all the world in wonder echoes shalom.


“Angels We Have Heard on High”						         ELW 289

[bookmark: _Hlk153977152]1Angels we have heard on high, 
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply, 
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

2Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be 
which inspire your heavenly song?
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

3Come to Bethlehem and see 
him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.


[bookmark: _Hlk122508660]The Second Reading: Titus 2:11-14				
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.  14He who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
L:   This is the word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.

(Stand) 

*Gospel Acclamation: 		“Hark the Herald Angels Sing” 		 ELW 270
		1Hark! The herald angel sing, “Glory to the newborn King;
		Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”
		Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies;
		With angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
		Hark the herald angel sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”	

*Gospel: Luke 2:1-20
P:	The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter.
C:	Glory to you, O Lord.	

God’s greatest gift comes as a baby in a manger. Angels announce the “good news of great joy” and proclaim God’s blessing of peace.
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
P: 	The Gospel of our Lord.
C:	Praise to you, O Christ.

(Sit) 

Children’s Sermon							     Pastor Jim McColley

Sermon:									     Pastor Jim McColley

*Hymn of the Day:		“Angels From the Realms of Glory”		   ELW 275

1Angels from the realms of glory
Wing your flight o'er all the earth
Once you sang creation's story
Now proclaim Messiah's birth
Come and worship
Come and worship
Worship Christ the newborn King

2Shepherds, in the fields abiding,
watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
yonder shines the infant light.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king


3Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar;
seek the great desire of nations,
you have seen his natal star.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.
4All creation, join in praising
God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
evermore your voices raising
to the eternal Three in One.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king.




*Apostles Creed										        pg 105

*Prayers of Intercession 
P: 	Hear Us, O God	
C: 	Your mercy is great. 

[bookmark: _Hlk153270805]*Peace (Feel free to share a handshake or hug)
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Please share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace. 

Offering: Please consider giving an offering for the mission and ministry of St. Olaf. We can continue to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ with your support and generosity. God bless you.
 
*Offering prayer
AM: God of abundance,
receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels,
and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world
the abundance of your grace upon grace,
poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

*Words of Institution 

*Lord’s Prayer 

*Holy Communion: Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace.

*Communion Hymns

“What Child is This”								    ELW 296
1What child is this, who, laid to rest,
 on Mary's lap is sleeping?
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
 while shepherds watch are keeping?
 This, this is Christ the king,
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
 haste, haste to bring him laud,
 the babe, the son of Mary!

2Why lies he in such mean estate
 where ox and ass are feeding?
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
 the silent Word is pleading.
 Nails, spear shall pierce him through,
 the cross be borne for me, for you;
 hail, hail the Word made flesh,
 the babe, the son of Mary!

3So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
 come, peasant, king, to own him.
 The King of kings salvation brings;
 let loving hearts enthrone him.
 Raise, raise the song on high,
 the virgin sings her lullaby;
 joy, joy, for Christ is born,
 the babe, the son of Mary!

 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”								     ELW 279


1O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight

3How silently how silently
The wondrous gift is given
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heav’n
No ear may hear His coming
But in this world of sin
Where meek souls will receive Him,
Still the dear Christ enters in


2For Christ is born of Mary
And gathered all above
While mortals sleep
The angels keep their watch of wondering love
O morning stars together
Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God the King
And peace to all the earth

4O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us we pray
Cast out our sin and enter in
Be born in us today
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell
O come to us abide with us
Our Lord Immanuel


[bookmark: _Hlk122517442]“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”								      ELW 276 

[bookmark: _Hlk153977316]1Infant holy infant lowly
For His bed a cattle stall
Oxen lowing little knowing
Christ the child is Lord of all
Swiftly winging angels singing
Bells are ringing tidings bringing
Christ the Child is Lord of all
Christ the Child is Lord of all

2Flocks were sleeping
Shepherds keeping vigil till the morning new
Saw the glory heard the story
Tidings of a gospel true
Thus rejoicing free from sorrow
Praises voicing greet the morrow
Christ the Child was born for you
Christ the Child was born for you


*The Light of Christ:								           
As the lights are dimmed, Our pastors will pass the light from the Christ candle. You will receive the light from your neighbor.
AM:	The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
C:	those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light as shined.
AM:	In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
C:	He was in the beginning with God.
AM:	What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
C:	The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
AM:	The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
C:	And the Word became flesh, and we have seen his glory.
AM:	Arise, shine, for your light has come.
C:	And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

*Please receive the light at the end of your pew and pass to your neighbor. Tilt the unlighted candle towards the lit candle.*

*Hymn:			“Silent Night”						    ELW 281

1Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

2Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

3Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace.
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth.

P:        Let us pause and take a moment to soak in the glow of God’s love that has come to us in Jesus. 

(Candles remain lit)

*Prayer After Communion
AM: God our redeemer,
you have fed us at this table
with gifts of grace, truth, and life.
As you have gathered us in joy,
send us forth as messengers of your peace.
Make us shine with the good news of your glory,
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*Benediction:
P:	May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the wise men, and the peace of the Christ child.  Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.
C:	Amen.

Sanctuary Lights are Brought Up
*Sending Hymn			“Joy to the World” 		    	            ELW 267

[bookmark: _Hlk153977338]1Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3No more let sin and sorrow grow
nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.

4He rules the world with truth and grace
and makes the nations prove
the glories of his righteousness
and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love,
and wonders, wonders of his love.


Dismissal:
P: Go in peace.  Christ the Savior is born!
    Thanks be to God.

(Candles may be “extinguished” as you exit the sanctuary. Baskets for the candles are located in the narthex.)

Postlude



[bookmark: _Hlk118195230]Assisting in Worship 
Presider: Pastor Emily Sauer
Preaching/Assisting Minister: Pastor Jim McColley
Music: Matt Drees 
Readers: Viv Nore
Alcolytes: Coda Kalvig
Communion: Viv Nore, Mindy McColley
Tech: Mark Oester, Marc Matthes, Bob Younie

[bookmark: _Hlk153889164]Thanks to all who gave poinsettias in memory of loved ones: Eileen Carroll, Mitch Craigmile, Vera Hartman, Jenny Durschmidt, Bev Doerzman, Judy Lang, and Dennis Gross
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