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Sunday, November 5, 2023
All Saints Sunday
9:00 a.m. Service
 
All Saints' Day celebration has a long history in the worship life of the Christian Church.  It began as a commemoration of the martyrs who had died for the faith, and it has since become a day when we honor and remember those who, in death, have joined the Church Triumphant, as well as the faithful saints of the present who serve Jesus Christ.  Martin Luther held that all Christians are simultaneously sinner and saint--a sinner because of our rebellious nature, but a saint because of salvation in Jesus.

Today, by reading their names and by ringing a bell and lighting a candle for each, we remember those of our congregation who have died and who have been baptized during the past year.  Afterward, there will be an opportunity for anyone in the congregation to come forward to light a candle in memory of someone dear to them.  This will proceed spontaneously and at will; there will be no ushers directing you. Following the lighting of the candles, we proclaim the message of hope and life eternal through Jesus Christ.  May all the saints, past and present, endure forever in God's grace!

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

*LITURGY OF REMEMBRANCE

P: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all mercy and the God of all consolation. God comforts us in all our sorrows so that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have received from God.

C: Thanks be to God!

P: When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death. We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we, too, might live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like His.

HONORING & REMEMBERING
Dearly Beloved of St. Olaf Lutheran Church who have been baptized and who have died since last All Saints Sunday.
*LIGHTING CANDLES OF REMEMBRANCE 

During the lighting of candles, we will sing. Feel free to come forward to the altar railing during the singing of the hymn to light a candle in honor and remembrance of a family member or friend.  We encourage children to participate.  Remember the power of the resurrection!

Please be seated.

HYMN			For All the Saints	    					  ELW 422 v 1-7
					Shall We Gather at the River		  		  ELW 423
									
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you. 

*Prayer of the Day
P: Let us pray.
C: Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus 	Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

 Please be seated.

First Reading: Revelation 7:9-17
The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during a time of great oppression. Today’s reading is a response to the question asked in 6:17: “Who is able to stand?” The writer gives the faithful the assurance of God’s protection and a vision of victory.
9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying,
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing,
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom
 and thanksgiving and honor
 and power and might
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”
 13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” 14I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
 15For this reason they are before the throne of God,
  and worship him day and night within his temple,
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;
  the sun will not strike them,
  nor any scorching heat;
 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

[bookmark: _Hlk54861423]L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 34:1-10, 22
Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD; for those who fear the LORD lack nothing. (Ps. 34:9)
 1I will bless the LORD| at all times;
  the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth.
 2I will glory | in the LORD;
  let the lowly hear | and rejoice. R
 3Proclaim with me the greatness | of the LORD;
  let us exalt God’s | name together.
 4I sought the LORD, who | answered me
  and delivered me from | all my terrors.
 5Look upon the LORD| and be radiant,
  and let not your faces | be ashamed.
 6I called in my affliction, and | the LORD heard me
  and saved me from | all my troubles. R
 7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who | fear the LORD
  and de- | livers them.
 8Taste and see that the | LORD is good;
  happy are they who take ref- | uge in God!
 9Fear the LORD, you saints | of the LORD,
  for those who fear the | LORD lack nothing.
 10The lions are in want and | suffer hunger,
  but those who seek the LORD lack nothing | that is good.
 22O LORD, you redeem the life | of your servants,
  and those who put their trust in you will | not be punished. R

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3
A saint is one who has been set apart by God for God’s purposes. God, out of divine love, set us apart to be the children of God. Our holy hope is that we shall see God as God really is.
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation										p. 205
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th Chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12
In the Beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who are blessed with God’s favor. His teaching is surprising and shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and control over others.
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
 11“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

P:	The gospel of our Lord.
C:	Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Children’s Sermon		                   				         Pastor Jim McColley

Sermon	                                                                                     Pastor Jim McColley

*Hymn of the Day 		For All Your Saints, O Lord				ELW 427	

Apostles’ Creed											p. 105
								
Prayers of Intercession	
P:	Lord in your mercy,
	C:	Receive our Prayer
		 
*Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Please share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace. 
Offering
Please consider giving an offering for the mission and ministry of St. Olaf. We can continue to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ with your support and generosity. God bless you.

* Offering Prayer
Blessed are you, Maker of all things.
As you have entrusted us with all that you have created,
now gather our gifts,
nourish us with this sacrament,
and send us to those who hunger and thirst,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*Invitation to Communion 									p. 206	
Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints.	

*Great Thanksgiving										p. 206
*Holy, Holy, Holy 										p. 207						
*Words of Institution	

*Lord’s Prayer

*Lamb of God											p. 208

Communion
Communion Hymns		I am the Bread of Life	     			 ELW 485
						Let us Break Bread Together			 ELW 471

Prayer after Communion
We give you thanks, most gracious God,
that you have fed us with the bread of heaven
and given us a foretaste of Paradise.
Enliven us to be your body in the world
and to serve those who are in need;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

*Blessing
The God of peace,
who creates all things and calls them good,
who makes us alive in Jesus,
and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope,
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

HYMN   		When the Saints Go Marching In 

V1	Oh, when the saints go marching in,
	oh, when the saints go marching in,
	O Lord, I want to be in that number
	when the saints go marching in.

V2	Oh, when the Lord in glory comes,
	oh, when the Lord in glory comes,
	O Lord, I want to be in that number
	when the Lord in glory comes.
				
											 
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.
Thanks be to God.
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Prayers of Intercession
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world.
A brief silence.

Holy One, your church rests on the faithful who came before us. Give bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders the will to carry the church forward and discern your will for the future. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy One, the earth is yours and all that dwells within it. Care for places ravaged by natural disasters. Quell raging fires and halt destruction caused by flooding. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy One, you raise up leaders to guide your people. Kindle in them a passion to care for others, a desire to seek the common good, and the courage to love their enemies. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy One, you bless those who are poor, hungry, and reviled. Provide food, housing, and security to all who are vulnerable or in crisis. May those who have more than enough give generously. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy One, hold us in community with one another. Nurture a spirit of abundant hospitality and intentional inclusion among us, welcoming the gifts of adults and children. Inspire creative visions for our life together. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy One, we remember in thanksgiving all those who have died. Wipe away our tears and comfort us with the promise of everlasting life in you. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

