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Introduction 
Jesus does great deeds of power and gives his disciples authority over demons. Yet none of this power is 

unilateral; it all must be received by faith. Jesus asks his disciples to go out without money or supplies, so 

that they will be dependent on how others receive them. When we are sent from the assembly to witness 

and to heal, we are asked to be vulnerable, to be dependent on the reception of others. The Spirit always 

operates in the “between”: between Jesus and his Abba, between Jesus and us, between you and me, 

between us and those to whom we are sent. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 

the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

Amen. 

 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God, our provider, 

help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 

you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 

there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 



 

 

*HYMN       “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies”   ELW 888 
            Vs. 1-3 
 

1 O beautiful for spacious skies, 

 for amber waves of grain, 

 for purple mountain majesties 

 above the fruited plain: 

 America! America! 

 God shed his grace on thee, 

 and crown thy good with brotherhood 

 from sea to shining sea. 

 

2 O beautiful for heroes proved 

 in liberating strife, 

 who more than self their country loved, 

 and mercy more than life: 

 America! America! 

 May God thy gold refine, 

 till all success be nobleness, 

 and ev'ry gain divine. 

 

3 O beautiful for patriot dream 

 that sees beyond the years 

 thine alabaster cities gleam, 

 undimmed by human tears: 

 America! America! 

 God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 

 confirm thy soul in self-control, 

 thy liberty in law. 
 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

C:  And also with you.  

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.      

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

Lord have mercy. 

 



For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Lord have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Amen. 

 

*Glory to God         p. 139 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:   Let us pray. 

 

C: God of the covenant, in our baptism you call us to proclaim the coming of your kingdom. Give 

 us the courage you gave the apostles, that we may faithfully witness to your love and peace in 

 every circumstance of life, in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

 Amen. 

 

First Reading: Ezekiel 2:1-5 

 
In 597 BCE, the priest Ezekiel was removed into exile in Babylon. While there, he received a vision of God 

appearing majestically on a chariot throne. Today’s reading recounts God’s commissioning of Ezekiel 

during this vision. The prophet is to speak God’s word to a people unwilling to hear. 

 
1[A voice] said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet, and I will speak with you.2And when he spoke to 

me, a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to me. 3He said to me, Mortal, 

I am sending you to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me; they and their 

ancestors have transgressed against me to this very day. 4The descendants are impudent and stubborn. I am 

sending you to them, and you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD.” 5Whether they hear or refuse to 

hear (for they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there has been a prophet among them. 

 

L:  Word of God, word of life. 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 

 
Christians do not boast of their own accomplishments. Rather, Christian boasting focuses attention on how 

the power of Christ is present in our lives, especially in times of weakness and vulnerability. No matter 

what our circumstances in life, Christ’s grace is sufficient for us. 

 
2I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body 

or out of the body I do not know; God knows. 3And I know that such a person—whether in the body or out 

of the body I do not know; God knows—4was caught up into Paradise and heard things that are not to be 



told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5On behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own behalf I 

will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking 

the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard from 

me, 7even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. Therefore, to keep me from being too 

elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too 

elated. 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9but he said to me, “My grace 

is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I will boast all the more gladly of my 

weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, 

insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am 

strong. 

 

L:  Word of God, word of life 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*Gospel Acclamation  

 
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-16 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

The Beatitudes 

5 When Jesus[a] saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 

him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 

7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5%3A1-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23236a


8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way 

they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

Salt and Light 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer 

good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it 

under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let 

your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 

heaven. 

 

P: The gospel of our Lord. 

 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON       Emily Wikner 

       

SERMON                                            Grace Braun 

 
 

HYMN       “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  ELW 886 

            Vs. 1-4 
 

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

 my great Redeemer's praise, 

 the glories of my God and King, 

 the triumphs of his grace! 

 

2 My gracious Master and my God, 

 assist me to proclaim, 

 to spread through all the earth abroad 

 the honors of your name. 

 

3 The name of Jesus charms our fears 

 and bids our sorrows cease, 

 sings music in the sinner's ears, 

 brings life and health and peace. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+5%3A1-16&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23246b


4 He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 

 new life the dead receive; 

 the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 

 the humble poor believe. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. (feel free to do an ‘air’ high five or     a peace sign).                      

Offering 

Thank you for joining us in worship. At this time we will receive the offering for the mission and 

ministry at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. Our congregation relies on the generosity of God’s people to 

sustain the work of our Lord. You can give by mailing a check to the church or on our Paypal link 

paypal.me/stolaffd   

 

* Offering Prayer 
O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

Nourish us anew in your tender care, 

and empower us in faithful service 

to tend to others with this same love, 

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

 

Amen. 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father 

Who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done  

On earth as it is in Heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us 

And lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil 



For thine is the Kingdom  

and the power and the glory 

Forever and ever.  

Amen.  

 

*Blessing 
May the God of all creation, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved, 

who strengthens us for service, 

give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

be with you today and always. 

Amen. 

 

 

HYMN     “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory”    ELW 890 
             Vs. 1-3 
 

1 Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord; 

 he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored; 

 he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword: 

 his truth is marching on. 

 

Refrain 

 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 

 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 

 Glory, glory! Hallelujah! 

 His truth is marching on. 

 

2 He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat; 

 he is sifting out the hearts of men before his judgment seat. 

 Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him; be jubilant, my feet! 

 Our God is marching on.  Refrain 

 

3 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea, 

 with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me. 

 As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free, 

 while God is marching on.  Refrain 

 

 

 

*Dismissal 
 

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
  

C: Thanks be to God. 

 



Assisting in Worship 

 

 Presider:  Pastoral Intern Grace Braun 

 Children’s Sermon: Emily Wikner     

 Reader:      Howard Hartman 

 Organist:   Jason Swedlund 

 Sound Tech(s): Marc Matthes 

    Mark Oester 

    Robert Younie 

 Greeters:  TBD 

 Ushers:  Randy Puls   

 Fellowship Hosts: Randy & Laurel Puls 

 

 

Galatians 6:9-10 

9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good 

to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

 

 Thank you to all who labor on the Lord’s behalf! 
 


