St. Olaf Lutheran Church
Sunday, July 11, 2021

9 am Traditional Service
Lectionary 15, Year B

Introduction

When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the poor, he becomes a threat
to the power of the priests and the king. John the Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod has him
killed. In Herod’s fear that Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all
the prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to justice in company with
them, and to proclaim God’s saving love.

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
whose voice is upon the waters,
whose mercy is poured out upon all people,
whose goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
AM: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

AM: Holy God,
you search us and know us.
You are acquainted with all our ways.
We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us.
We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God,
for all we have done and left undone.
Even before the words are on our tongues,
you know them;
receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.

P: How vast is God’s grace!
Through the power and promise of =+ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.
Indeed, we are forgiven.
In the wake of God’s forgiveness,



we are called to be the beloved community
living out Christ’s justice

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.

Amen.

*HYMN “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” ELW 697

Refrain

Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, is my plea;
daily walking close to thee,
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

1 1 am weak but thou art strong:
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long
as | walk, let me walk close to thee. Refrain

2 Through this world of toil and snares,

if | falter, Lord, who cares?

Who with me my burden shares?

None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee. Refrain
3 When my feeble life is o'er,

time for me will be no more;

guide me gently, safely o'er
to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore. Refrain

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C: And also with you.

AM: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.



Lord have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom and strength,

and honor, blessing, and glory are his.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God,

and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.
Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Prayer of the Day
AM: Let us pray.

C: O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. Give to us, your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



First Reading: Amos 7:7-15

Amos is not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he is an ordinary farmer from
Judah (the southern kingdom) called by God to speak to Israel (the northern kingdom). God’s word of
judgment through Amos conflicts with the king’s court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encounters at Bethel.

"This is what [the Lord Gob] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with
a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?”” And I said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said,
“See, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by;
%the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
°Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired
against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. *'For thus
Amos has said,
‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.”
12And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your bread there, and
prophesy there; *but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the
kingdom.”
“Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman, and a
dresser of sycamore trees, ®and the LoRD took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go,
prophesy to my people Israel.” ”

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God'’s plans and purposes have been made known as heaven and earth are united in Christ.
Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children and have been promised eternal salvation.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, #just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy
and blameless before him in love. °He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us
in the Beloved. “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according
to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight °he has made known to us the
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, *%s a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained
an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things
according to his counsel and will, *2so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for
the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your



salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; *this is the
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

L: Word of God, word of Life
C: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Mark 10:13-16
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 10" chapter.

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

13 people were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples rebuked
them. *When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 1° Truly I tell you, anyone who will not

receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 6 And he took the children in his
arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.

P: The gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Emily Wikner
SERMON Grace Braun
HYMN “Faith of Our Fathers” ELW 812

1 Faith of our fathers, living still
in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.
Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy
whene'er we hear that glorious word.



Refrain
Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
we will be true to thee till death.

2 The martyrs, chained in prisons dark,
were still in heart and conscience free;
and blest would be their children's fate
if they, like them, should die for thee. Refrain

3 Faith of our fathers! We will love
both friend and foe in all our strife;
proclaim thee too, as love knows how,
by saving word and faithful life. Refrain

AM: *Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

AM: Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.



Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you. (feel free to do an ‘air’ high five or a peace sign).

Offering

Thank you for joining us in worship. At this time we will receive the offering for the mission and
ministry at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. Our congregation relies on the generosity of God’s people to
sustain the work of our Lord. You can give by mailing a check to the church or on our Paypal link

paypal.me/stolaffd

* Offering Prayer

AM: 0O God,
receive these gifts as you receive us:

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.

Nourish us anew in your tender care,
and empower us in faithful service

to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.

Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.

Come and be fed.

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

Holy, Holy

*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father

Who art in Heaven
Hallowed be thy name
Thy kingdom come

Thy will be done

On earth as it is in Heaven

p. 144

p. 144



Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our trespasses

As we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil

For thine is the Kingdom

and the power and the glory

Forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

AM: Christ Jesus,

at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.

Send us forth from this banquet

nourished in body and in spirit

to proclaim your good news

and serve others in your name.

Amen.

*Blessing

P:

May the God of all creation,

In whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,

give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,

Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit,

be with you today and always.

Amen.

HYMN “Sent Forth by God's Blessing «

1

Sent forth by God's blessing,

our true faith confessing,

the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.

Oh, now be extended

the fruits of this service in all who believe.

The seed of Christ's teaching,

receptive souls reaching,

shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,

your love shall unite us

to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

ELW 547



2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

*Dismissal
AM: Go in peace. Christ is with you.

C: Thanks be to God.
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