[bookmark: _Hlk151977576]St. Olaf Lutheran Church
[bookmark: _Hlk187132009]Sunday, September 6, 2026
15th Sunday after Pentecost

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation.

Welcome & Announcements

*Call to Worship
P: Welcome! Whether you've come from across town or across the country, God gathers us here with open arms.
C: We come with thankful hearts, grateful for this new day and God's abundant grace.

P: As we celebrate Independence Day, we give thanks for the blessings of freedom and pray for all who work for justice, peace, and the common good.
C: We remember that in Christ we are set free to love God and to serve our neighbors.

P: Come, let us worship the One whose mercy is everlasting, whose welcome is for all people, and whose love unites us.
C: Let us rejoice in the Lord! Alleluia! 

[bookmark: _Hlk155181701]*Hymn  		O Beautiful for Spacious Skies                  		    ELW 888

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you. 

*Prayer of the Day
O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

[bookmark: _Hlk152064734]First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.
  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?
L: Word of God. Word of Life
         C: Thanks be to God

Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40
 33 Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes,
  and I shall keep it | to the end.
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching;
  I shall keep it with | all my heart.
 35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments,
  for that is | my desire.
 36 Incline my heart to | your decrees
  and not to | unjust gain. 
 37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;
  give me life | in your way.
 38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant,
  which is for | those who fear you.
 39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread,
  because your judg- | ments are good.
 40 Behold, I long for | your commandments;
  by your righteousness en- | liven me. 

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
        L: Word of God. Word of Life
        C: Thanks be to God

[bookmark: _Hlk187132050]*Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter
C: Glory to you, O Lord

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
       P: The gospel of our Lord
       C: Praise to you, O Christ.

[bookmark: _Hlk204005363]Children’s Sermon			   			           Pastor Emily Sauer-Alvarez	
Sermon			   			           Pastor Emily Sauer-Alvarez

[bookmark: _Hlk155181731]*Hymn  		God Bless Our Native Land			  	    ELW 891

[bookmark: _Hlk177983042]* Prayers of Intercession 
[bookmark: _Hlk153269275]Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

[bookmark: _Hlk153270805]*Peace (Feel free to share a handshake or hug)
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
P: Please share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace. 

Offering: Please consider giving an offering for the mission and ministry of St. Olaf. We can continue to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ with your support and generosity. God bless you. Also, please pass the attendance sheets down your row and fill out your info.

*Offering prayer
God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors,
today and always.
Amen.

* Great Thanksgiving	
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you

P:Lift up your hearts
C:We lift them to the Lord

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 							

*Words of Institution 									         

*Lord’s Prayer 

Holy Communion Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

Communion Hymns			Amazing Grace					    ELW 779
			
*Prayer After Communion
Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

*Blessing 
[bookmark: _Hlk187050632]The God of love
draw you into full accord and one mind,
in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope
grant you strength and joy in all circumstances
through the interceding of the Spirit.
Amen.
The God of grace
☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk155181769]*Hymn   		Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory			    ELW 890

*Dismissal 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God. 





Assisting in Worship 

Presider: Pastor Emily Sauer-Alvarez
Organist: Jason Swedlund
Reader: Lynda Mumm
Communion Assistants: Vera Hartman, Stacy Hendrickson
Communion Setup: Nancy Hamilton, Sue Seltz, Faith Williams, Jane Forbes	
Ushers: Randy Puls, Vera Hartman, Eileen Carroll, Viv Nore
Tech: Mark Oester

Required weekly offerings to cover expenses: $11,975
8/30 Offering: $20,268.52			Attendance: 91

Required monthly offerings to cover expenses: $51,890		
August total received: $54,852.37

Prayers of Intercession
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
A brief silence.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out after disaster. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our imperfections. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness of your salvation for all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

