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St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
Good Friday Tenebrae Service
April 15, 2022 7:00pm
Due to the solemn nature of this worship service we ask that you begin worship in a few minutes of silence. Please refrain from conversation or excessive noise.  Use this time to gather your thoughts, pray, and turn your hearts towards Christ's sacrifice for you.


Grace and peace to you as we gather on this most Holy of days. We will be joining together for a Tenebrae. The word "Tenebrae" comes from the Latin meaning "darkness." The Tenebrae is an ancient Christian Good Friday service that makes use of gradually diminishing light through the extinguishing of candles to symbolize the events of that week from the triumphant Palm Sunday entry through Jesus' burial. This increasing darkness symbolizes the approaching darkness of Jesus' death and of hopelessness in the world without God. The service concludes in darkness, sometimes with a final candle, the Christ candle extinguished symbolizing the death of Jesus. A loud noise may also sound symbolizing the closing of Jesus' tomb. The worshipers then leave in silence to ponder the impact of Christ's death and await the coming Resurrection.

*Call to Worship
	P: 	The Lord be with you.
	C: 	And also with you.
        	P: 	We gather here to worship God.
C: 	We gather to remember how Jesus suffered and died for us and to thank God for His love and mercy. 
	P: 	Scripture said the servant would be exalted and lifted high.
	C: 	We never thought that He would be lifted high onto a cross.
        	P: 	Scripture also said that upon Him is the punishment that made us whole.
	C: 	But how can we become whole when the anointed one is being brought so 
low?
P: 	It is getting darker. The night is upon us.
C:	We are here with our Savior. Let us accompany him this night into the
darkness.

*Confession and Forgiveness 
	P: 	Why are we here tonight? We come to remind ourselves how much God loves 				us– even to the point of giving the Son. Let us come humbly before our 
   	Savior confessing our sins and getting out of our own way. 
 
		(please observe a time of silence for confession & reflection) 
 
           P: 	Let us pray...
C: 	Oh Lord, on this darkest of nights we sit with your disciples who abandoned 	you. We denied you three times, sat in the darkness afraid to show our faces much less do your will. We are frozen from living much less doing your righteousness and justice. As we listen to your story told again, we hear once more how costly it was to you for us to be able to say “in the name of Jesus Christ you are forgiven.” Help us in our unbelief – our inaction.  Amen.
P: 	Hear anew what it means.  Hear anew how much our Lord loves all of us.  Hear with deeper understanding what it cost this man so that I can declare to you that in Jesus Christ you are forgiven. Now go forth and live.
C: 	Amen 

*Prayer of the Day 
         	P:	Let us pray together,
C:	Almighty God, look with loving mercy on your family, for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over to the hands of sinners, and to suffer death on the cross, who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

*Procession of the Cross   ____________________________________________________________________________________
The Seven Last Words
The First Word: Father Forgive them for they know not what they do			   Linda Gascho   
Reading: Luke 23:26-28, 32-34
26 As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 32 Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus[a] there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing.
Reflection: A reading from Dietrich Bonhoeffer
If you’ve ever really forgiven somebody, forgiven some real wrong, all forgiveness is suffering. If you say I forgave and I didn’t suffer, it wasn’t really that serious a wrong. But if you have ever really, truly been wronged, and you have forgiven it, then you have suffered. Because all forgiveness is a form of suffering. If someone has wronged you deeply, there is an indelible sense of debt, an injustice, a feeling you can’t just shrug off. And once you sense this deep injustice, this debt, there are only two things you can do. One is you can make the perpetrator pay—you can find ways to make the perpetrator suffer and pay down the debt, or two you can forgive.
(PAUSE)
Do you really believe God has forgiven your sins? Do you take time on a regular basis to confess your sins so that you might enjoy the freedom of forgiveness? Do you need to experience God’s forgiveness in a fresh way today?
Extinguish the 1st candle 
P: 	Father, forgive us…
C:	forgive us when we don’t know what we’re doing, and please be even more merciful when we do.  Amen

Special Music				 Via Dolorosa					Soloist Lynda Mumm

_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Second Word: Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.	           	       Dave Sauer 
Reading: Luke 23:35-43
35 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah[a] of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him,[b] “This is the King of the Jews.” 39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding[c] him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah?[d] Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into[e] your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”
Reflection: Lignum Vitae, a poem by Bernard Fyles
What wood is this?
Olive or oak, cedar or pine?
Unsuited for the cabinet makers’ art
Unfit for turning, inlay, elegance,
too warped for any honest use,
door frame or ladder or carrier’s cart.
What wood is this?
Sold cheap to minimize the grower’s loss.
Too many knots, too twisted,
no good except for firewood or a cross.
What wood is this?
Rough joints, rope lashings,
hold it together for the task ahead,
and the carpenter’s hands
that might have shaped it
as they shaped the world
are made to drag it through the streets instead.
What wood is this?
It is the wood of death,
the wood of life.
(PAUSE)
Have you staked your life on Jesus? Have you put your ultimate trust in Him? Do you know that, when your time comes, you will be with Him in paradise?
Extinguish the 2nd candle
P: 	Almighty God, help us see…
C: 	help us to see that the paradise we seek can be found in the open arms of your Son. Amen 

Hymn  			"Jesus Remember Me" 					#616 (3x’s)



The Third Word: Woman, here is your son! Here is your mother!			     Viv Nore
Reading: John 19:25b-27
Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.
Reflection: A Reading from Clare of Assisi: A Heart Full of Love by Sister Ilia Delio
Place your mind before the mirror of eternity! I wonder how many of us look on the cross as the “mirror of eternity”—a reflection of eternity in the crucified Christ. We rarely think of eternity hanging on a cross unless, of course, we understand that eternity is God, God is love and God’s love is expressed in the crucified Christ. God is revealed as all-embracing, out-pouring love in the figure of the crucified Christ [in whom] we see a reflection of the eternal God who is the fullness of love. Gazing on the crucified Christ as a way of encountering God can be difficult because we are not attracted to crucified bodies or suffering humanity. To gaze on the crucified Christ is an embrace of the heart—a desire to allow the otherness of God’s love into our lives. It is difficult to see another person’s suffering, if we have not come to terms with our own suffering which opens us to receive the blessing and presence of God.
(PAUSE)
What does Mary’s presence at the cross evoke in you? Why do you think was it necessary for Jesus to suffer physical pain as he died?
Extinguish the 3rd candle
P: 	Holy God, may we be as mothers and sons to each other…
C: 	living out Jesus’ call from the cross to take care of each other as a family 
bonded together by Your love. Amen 

Hymn  		“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”   	(vs 1 & 2)				   #335


_____________________________________________________________________________________

The Fourth Word: My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?			  Lynda Mumm 
Reading: Mark 15:33-35
33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land[a] until three in the afternoon. 34 At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”[b] 35 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “Listen, he is calling for Elijah.”
Reflection from Lead, a poem by Mary Oliver
Here is a story
to break your heart.
Are you willing?
This winter
the loons came to our harbor
and died, one by one,
of nothing we could see.
A friend told me
of one on the shore
that lifted its head and opened
the elegant beak and cried out
in the long, sweet savoring of its life
which, if you have heard it,
you know is a sacred thing,
and for which, if you have not heard it,
you had better hurry to where
they still sing.
And, believe me, tell no one
just where that is.
The next morning
this loon, speckled
and iridescent and with a plan
to fly home
to some hidden lake,
was dead on the shore.
I tell you this
to break your heart,
by which I mean only
that it break open and never close again
to the rest of the world.
(PAUSE)
Have you taken time to consider that Jesus was abandoned by the Father so that you might not be? What does this “word” from the cross mean to you?
Extinguish the 4th candle
P: 	Merciful God, thank you for conquering death. 
C: 	Help us to cry out “my God” even when we feel forsaken. Remind us that you never leave our side, even in the darkest of times. Amen

Hymn	 			O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 		                ELW 352 vs 1-2		                                        


The Fifth Word: I thirst								Howard Hartman
Reading: John 19:28-29
28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth.
Reflection: A reading from, Mother Theresa’s Devotion to the Thirst of Jesus by Edward Sri
In the chapel of the Missionaries of Charity—the order founded by Mother Theresa, there’s a crucifix with the words, “I THIRST” painted in bold black letters next to it. Mother Theresa said these words, “I thirst,” were a constant reminder of the purpose of the Missionaries of Charity. "We have these words in every chapel to remind us what we are here for: to quench the thirst of Jesus for souls, for love, for kindness, for compassion, for delicate love."
Ever since her call to serve the poorest of the poor in 1946, Mother Teresa insisted that they were founded "to satiate the thirst of Jesus," and she included this statement in the founding Rules for the new religious order: "The General End of the Missionaries of Charity is to satiate the thirst of Jesus Christ on the Cross for Love and Souls."
Mother Theresa says, “Why does Jesus say ‘I Thirst’? What does it mean? 'I Thirst' is something much deeper than just Jesus saying 'I love you.' Until you know deep inside that Jesus thirsts for you — you can't begin to know who He wants to be for you. Or who He wants you to be for Him."
What specifically is Jesus thirsting for in us? He longs for our love — our attention, our ardent devotion, the total entrusting of our lives to Him. Mother Theresa says, "At this most difficult time He proclaimed, 'I thirst.' And people thought He was thirsty in an ordinary way, and they gave Him vinegar straight away; but it was not for that thirst; it was for our love, our affection, that intimate attachment to Him, and that sharing of His passion. He used, 'I thirst,' instead of 'Give Me your love'. . . 'I thirst.' Let us hear Him saying it to me and saying it to you.”
(PAUSE)
How do you respond to Jesus’ statement “I am thirsty”? What does this statement suggest to you about Jesus? About yourself?
Extinguish the 5th candle
P: 	Giving God, who poured out his blood so that we might never be thirsty.
C: 	help us to see the needs of others and meet them, as Christ has done for us. Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk36728585]Hymn	 			“Go to Dark Gethsemane” 				              #347 vs 1-2
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Sixth Word: It is finished								Emily Wikner
Reading: John 19:30
30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.
Reflection by Dr. Ray Pritchard: "It is finished" is the English translation of the Greek word Tetelestai, which was the last thing Jesus' said before dying on the cross. Tetelestai comes from the verb teleo, which means "to bring to an end, to complete, to accomplish." It's a crucial word because it signifies the successful end to a particular course of action. It's the word you would use when you climb to the peak of Mt. Everest; it's the word you would use when you turn in the final copy of your dissertation; it's the word you would use when you make the final payment on your new car; it's the word you use when you cross the finish line of your first 10K run. The word means more than just "I survived." It means "I did exactly what I set out to do."

But there's more here than the verb itself. Tetelestai is in the perfect tense in Greek. That's significant because the perfect tense speaks of an action which has been completed in the past with results continuing into the present. It's different from the past tense which looks back to an event and says, "This happened." The perfect tense adds the idea that "This happened and it is still in effect today." 

When Jesus cried out "It is finished," he meant "It was finished in the past, it is still finished in the present, and it will remain finished in the future." Note one other fact. He did not say, "I am finished," for that would imply that he died defeated and exhausted. Rather, he cried out "It is finished," meaning "I successfully completed the work I came to do." Tetelestai, then, is the Savior's cry of victory. When he died, he left no unfinished business behind. When he said, "It is finished," he was speaking the truth.

(PAUSE)
Do you live as if Jesus finished the work of salvation? Do you have confidence that God will finish that which he has begun in you?
Extinguish the 6th candle 
P: 	God of all life
C: 	use Your power and majesty to bring to completion the work you have called us to do, just as you followed Jesus to the cross…and beyond. Amen 

Hymn					“Go to Dark Gethsemane” 			              #347 vs 3 & 4




__________________________________________________________________________________			                                                  
The Seventh Word: Father into thy hands I commend my spirit!				Pastor Emily 	           
Reading: Luke 23:44-46
It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun’s light failed;[b] and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.
Reflection by author Henri Nouwen in his book Our Greatest Gift:
".. the Words of Jesus flashed through my mind: 'Father, into your hands, I commend my Spirit.' Dying is trusting in the catcher. To care for the dying, is to say, ' Do not be afraid. Remember that you are the beloved child of God. He will be there when you make your long jump. Don't try to grab him; he will grab you. Just stretch out your arms and hands and trust, trust, trust." 

And Jesus does not whisper this prayer.
He calls out in a loud voice: "Father into your hands I commend my Spirit".

He wanted people to hear him.
This is a prayer of trust, but it is also a declaration.
He wanted them to know that his Father can be trusted.
He wanted Satan to know that despite his worst - far worse than what Job had to go through - he still trusts his heavenly Father.

He wanted them to know that there is no one else who he could trust.
He wanted them to know that there is no one else who he would have wanted to trust.
He wants us to know that there is someone who you can trust

This is a prayer of commitment, of self-giving to God.
Jesus is literally giving everything that he has, himself to his Father: 'Into your hands I commend my spirit'. He is not giving his body, because his earthly physical body is shot through. There really is nothing left.

For 33 years, he has given himself in life to God; now he gives himself in death to God.
This is a prayer which can be prayed by all people at all stages of life.

It is a prayer of commitment and surrender that can be prayed when a person begins to understand that there really is a God who loves them and who has a claim on their life.
It is a prayer of commitment and surrender that can be prayed by a person as they face their own death.
But it is also a prayer that can be prayed by you and me, here and now.
We look at the Father who loves us and gave us everything and then gave his Son for us.
We look at the Son of God who loves us and gave everything to us and then gave himself for us.
And we kneel down and we pray, 'Father into your hands I commend my spirit'.
(PAUSE)
Have you put your life and, indeed, your life beyond this life, in God’s hands? How do you experience God’s salvation through Christ in your life? How do you commend yourself to the Father?
Extinguish the 7th candle
P:	Loving God, thank you for opening your arms to receive us. 
C: 	We commend ourselves to you this day, as we accept the gift of life given by your son, Jesus Christ. Amen 

Silent Meditation

*Hymn		 	“Were You There”		 				#353 vs 1-2
____________________________________________________________________________________

*LITANY OF SOLEMN REPROACHES OF THE CROSS
The Solemn Reproaches are a Good Friday tradition dating back to the Middle Ages.
 
P:		Behold, the cross that held the Savior of the world.
C:		Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
 
P:		Behold, the cross that held the Savior of the world.
C:		Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
 
P:		Behold, the cross that held the Savior of the world.
C:		Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
 
P:	O my people, O my church, what have I done to you? How have I offended you? Answer me! I led you out of slavery into freedom, and delivered you through the waters of rebirth, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
C:		Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

P:	Forty years I led you through the desert, feeding you with manna on the way; I saved you from the time of trial and gave you my body, the bread of heaven, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
C:		Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
P:	I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud and fire, but you led me to the judgment hall of Pilate; I guided you with the light of the Holy Spirit, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
C:		Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
 
P:	I planted you as my fairest vine, but you have brought forth bitter fruit; I made you the branches of the vine and never left your side, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
C:		Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.
 
P:	O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you? Answer me! I poured out saving water from the rock, but you gave me vinegar to drink; I poured out my life and gave you the new covenant in my blood, but you have prepared a cross for your Savior. 
C:		Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on us.

*Hymn  			"Were You There" 						#353 vs 3-5

*Darkness in the Sanctuary

*Tolling of the Bell (The bell will toll 33 times to signify Jesus' 33 years of life. Also, at this time the Christ candle is being extinguished in remembrance that the Light of Christ is seizing in his Death.  We await the promise of Resurrection)

*Benediction
	P: 	Depart now in peace - and may the Spirit of Christ, go with you,
		may his faith and trust abide within you, and may the knowledge
		of his love support you both now and forevermore, 
	C: 	Amen

Please remain & pray at the cross. 
As you exit your offerings may be left in the plate at the back of the sanctuary.

Assisting In Worship
Presiding Minister: Pastor Emily Sauer
Education Director: Emily Wikner
Readers: Viv Nore, Emily Wikner, Dave Sauer, Linda Gascho, Lynda Mumm, Howard Hartmann 
Cross Bearers: Aaron Peimann & Doug Seltz
Sound Tech: Marc Matthes & Mark Oester

Our worship service is adapted and used with permission by https://lindaandersonlittle.com/139-good-friday-tenebrae-with-the-seven-last-words#!/ccomment

Some of our reflections are used with permission http://www.patheos.com/blogs/markdroberts/. 

(Father, Into Your Hands I commend my spirit; an excerpt from Our Greatest Gift, A Meditation On Dying And Caring, Harper, 1994)
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