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Introduction 

 
Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to be met, on Jesus 

and his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care of 

themselves. Sometimes we think that when others are in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; 

but Jesus also honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for 

ourselves. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 whose voice is upon the waters, 

 whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

 whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

 Amen. 
AM: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

AM: Holy God, 

 you search us and know us. 

 You are acquainted with all our ways. 

 We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

 our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

 We turn inward, failing to follow 

 your outward way of love. 

 We distrust those who are not like us. 

 We exploit the earth and its resources 

 and fail to consider generations to come. 

 Forgive us, gracious God, 

 for all we have done and left undone. 

 Even before the words are on our tongues, 

 you know them; 

 receive them in your divine mercy. 

 Amen. 

 

P: How vast is God’s grace! 

 Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

 our sins are washed away 

 and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

 Indeed, we are forgiven. 

 In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 



 we are called to be the beloved community 

 living out Christ’s justice 

 and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

 Amen. 

 

 

*HYMN       “The Church’s One Foundation”    ELW 654 

             Vs. 1, 2, 5 
 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

C:  And also with you.  

 

 

AM: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.      

 

  Lord, have mercy. 

 

 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

  Lord have mercy. 

 

  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 

 let us pray to the Lord. 

 

  Lord have mercy. 

 

  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

  Lord have mercy. 

 

  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

  Amen. 

 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom and strength, 

and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 



Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

AM:   Let us pray. 

 

C: O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and 

 protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice 

 and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

  

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

 
Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor of a shepherd to 

describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God promises to gather the flock and to 

raise up a new king from David’s line to save Israel and Judah. 

 
1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2Therefore thus 

says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have 

scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you 

for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands 

where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I 

will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be 

dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

 

  5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he 

shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days 

Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: 

“The LORD is our righteousness.”  

 

L:  Word of God, word of life. 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 



Psalm: Psalm 23 

 
     1The LORD| is my shepherd; I shall not | be in want.      

 
     1The LORD| is my shepherd; 

   I shall not | be in want.    

 

 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

  and leads me be- | side still waters. R 

 

 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 

 

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 

 

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22 

 
The author of this letter reminds his audience that originally they were not part of God’s chosen people. 

Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s household of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus 

Christ. 

 
11Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those who are called 

“the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—12remember that you 

were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 

covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who 

once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has 

made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He 

has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new 

humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body 

through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you 

who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit 

to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also 

members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 

Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy 

temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

 

L:  Word of God, word of Life 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 



*Gospel Acclamation  

 
Gospel: Matthew 27:45-54 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 27th chapter. 

 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,[a] lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why 

have you forsaken me?”).  47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and 

offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain 

of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split  52 and the tombs broke 

open. The bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after 

Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 54 When the centurion and 

those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, 

and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 

 

P: The gospel of our Lord. 
 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON       Emily Wikner 

 

SERMON                                            Pastor Emily Sauer 
 

HYMN       “O God, Why Are You Silent”    ELW 703 
            Vs. 1-3 
 

 

AM: *Apostle’s Creed 

 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A+45-54&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24176a


  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.* 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

       and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

AM: Hear us O God, 

  Your mercy is great. 

 
 We lift all , our prayers to you, O God, Confident in the promise of your saving love; through Jesus 

 Christ our Lord. 

 

 Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. (feel free to do an ‘air’ high five or a peace sign).                      

Offering 

Thank you for joining us in worship. At this time we will receive the offering for the mission and 

ministry at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. Our congregation relies on the generosity of God’s people to 

sustain the work of our Lord. You can give by mailing a check to the church or on our Paypal link 

paypal.me/stolaffd   

 

* Offering Prayer 

 
AM: O God, 

 receive these gifts as you receive us: 

 like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

 Nourish us anew in your tender care, 



 and empower us in faithful service 

 to tend to others with this same love, 

 through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

 

 Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion        p. 144 

 
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus. 

Come and be fed. 

 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Holy, Holy           p. 144 

 

*Words of Institution 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

 
Our Father 

Who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done  

On earth as it is in Heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us 

And lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil 

For thine is the Kingdom  

and the power and the glory 

Forever and ever. Amen.  

Prayer after Communion 

 
AM: Christ Jesus, 

 at this table we have feasted on your very life 

 and are strengthened for our journey. 

 Send us forth from this banquet 

 nourished in body and in spirit 

 to proclaim your good news 

 and serve others in your name. 

 Amen. 



 

 

*Blessing 

 
P: May the God of all creation, 

  in whose image we are made, 

  who claims us and calls us beloved, 

  who strengthens us for service, 

  give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

  The blessing of God, 

  Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

  be with you today and always. 

  Amen. 
 

 

HYMN     “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”    ELW 789 

             Vs. 1, 3, 4 
 

*Dismissal 
 

AM: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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