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Introduction 

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of life. 

We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account 

seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around 

which we gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its 

fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a 

power beyond our understanding. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 

the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

God, our provider, 

help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 

you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, 

there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, 

you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

Amen. 



 

 

*HYMN       “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  ELW 807 

            Vs. 1, 3 

 
1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, 

 tune my heart to sing thy grace; 

 streams of mercy, never ceasing, 

 call for songs of loudest praise. 

 While the hope of endless glory 

 fills my heart with joy and love, 

 teach me ever to adore thee; 

 may I still thy goodness prove. 

 

 

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor 

 daily I'm constrained to be; 

 let that grace now like a fetter 

 bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 

 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; 

 prone to leave the God I love. 

 Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; 

 seal it for thy courts above. 
 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

C:  And also with you.  

 

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.      

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Lord have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Amen. 

 



*Glory to God         p. 139 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:   Let us pray. 

 

C: O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and 

 nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 

 Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24 

 
Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the Lord will choose someone from Judah’s royal 

family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of 

the holy temple. 

 
22Thus says the Lord God: 

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain. 

 23On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

   

in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 

 24All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the Lord. 

 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the Lord have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it. 

 

L:  Word of God, word of life. 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 

 
Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human 

perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ are 

now in God’s new creation. 

 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body we are away 

from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be 

away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim 

to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive 

recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are well known 

to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We are not commending ourselves to 

you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that you may be able to answer those who 

boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in 

our right mind, it is for you. ] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has 

died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 

themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 

  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew 

Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is 

a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 

 

L:  Word of God, word of Life 

 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

*Gospel Acclamation  

 
Gospel: Mark 4:26-34 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter. 

 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. Images of 

sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 

 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,27and would sleep 

and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces 

of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he 



goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 31It 

is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet 

when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that 

the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did not speak to 

them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

 

P: The gospel of our Lord. 

 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON                                            Mission Trip Ladies 
 

HYMN       “Here I Am, Lord”     ELW 574 

 
1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

 I have heard my people cry. 

 All who dwell in dark and sin 

 my hand will save. 

 I, who made the stars of night, 

 I will make their darkness bright. 

 Who will bear my light to them? 

 Whom shall I send?" 

 

Refrain 

 Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 

 I have heard you calling in the night. 

 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

 I will hold your people in my heart. 

 

2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

 I have borne my people's pain. 

 I have wept for love of them. 

 They turn away. 

 I will break their hearts of stone, 

 give them hearts for love alone. 

 I will speak my word to them. 

 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 

 

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame, 

 I will tend the poor and lame. 

 I will set a feast for them. 

 My hand will save. 

 Finest bread I will provide 

 till their hearts be satisfied. 

 I will give my life to them. 

 Whom shall I send?"  Refrain 



   

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

Amen. 

 

Peace 
 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. (feel free to do an ‘air’ high five or     a peace sign).                      

Offering 

Thank you for joining us in worship. At this time we will receive the offering for the mission and 

ministry at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. Our congregation relies on the generosity of God’s people to 

sustain the work of our Lord. You can give by mailing a check to the church or on our Paypal link 

paypal.me/stolaffd   

 

* Offering Prayer 
O God, 

receive these gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

Nourish us anew in your tender care, 

and empower us in faithful service 

to tend to others with this same love, 

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 

 

Amen. 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father 

Who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done  

On earth as it is in Heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us 

And lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil 

For thine is the Kingdom  

and the power and the glory 

Forever and ever.  

Amen.  



 

*Blessing 
May the God of all creation, 

in whose image we are made, 

who claims us and calls us beloved, 

who strengthens us for service, 

give you reason to rejoice and be glad! 

The blessing of God, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 

be with you today and always. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN     “The Church’s One Foundation”   ELW 654 

            Vs. 1, 4, 5 

 

1 The church's one foundation 

 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 

 she is his new creation 

 by water and the word. 

 From heav'n he came and sought her 

 to be his holy bride; 

 with his own blood he bought her, 

 and for her life he died. 

 

 

4 Through toil and tribulation 

 and tumult of her war, 

 she waits the consummation 

 of peace forevermore; 

 till with the vision glorious 

 her longing eyes are blest, 

 and the great church victorious 

 shall be the church at rest. 

 

 

5 Yet she on earth has union 

 with God, the Three in One, 

 and mystic sweet communion 

 with those whose rest is won. 

 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 

 Lord, save us by your grace, 

 that we, like saints before us, 

 may see you face to face. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



*Dismissal 
 

P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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