
St. Olaf Lutheran Church  

9 am, Sunday, May 16, 2021 

Ascension of Our Lord  

Seventh Sunday of Easter, Year B  

   

Introduction 
In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will 

empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples are told to not gaze up into heaven to look 

for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We 

too long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer.  

Amen.  

 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of 

compassion.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us.  

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers 

and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.  

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom 

and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.  

Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.  

 

 

*HYMN           “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”   ELW 367 

            Vs. 1, 2, & 4 

 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 

 in praise of love that still abounds: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

 Repeat their song of glory here: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 

 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Now still he comes to give us life 



 and by his presence stills all strife. 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

4 Adoring praises now we bring 

 and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

 all the glory, never ending! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

 you all.  

C:   And also with you.   

  

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.     

Lord, have mercy.  

  

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy.  

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy.  

  

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy.  

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

Amen.  

  

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”      ELW 836 

          Vs. 1 

Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above all heavens that he might fill 

all things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he promised, he abides with us on earth to the end of time, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Amen. 
 

 

 



First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 

 
Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out 

from Jerusalem to all the world, and that the disciples will be accompanied and empowered by the Holy 

Spirit. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts. 

 

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 

the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While 

staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 

“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 

own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they 

were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

L:  Word of God, word of Life  

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23 

 
The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we are 

given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this 

inheritance provides. 

 
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do 

not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so 

that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of 

his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in 

Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above 

all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 

for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

L:  Word of God, word of Life  

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

*Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 



 

* Gospel: Luke 24:44-53 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 
44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is 

written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 

witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the 

city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 51While he was 

blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 

 

P: The gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

CHILDREN’S SERMON                   Emily Wikner  

  

SERMON                                            Pastor Emily   

  

HYMN             “Beautiful Savior”    ELW 838 

 
 

1 Beautiful Savior, 

 King of creation, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Truly I'd love thee, 

 truly I'd serve thee, 

 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 

2 Fair are the meadows, 

 fair are the woodlands, 

 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

 Jesus is fairer, 

 Jesus is purer, 

 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 

 fair is the moonlight, 

 bright the sparkling stars on high; 



 Jesus shines brighter, 

 Jesus shines purer 

 than all the angels in the sky. 

 

4 Beautiful Savior, 

 Lord of the nations, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Glory and honor, 

 praise, adoration, 

 now and forevermore be thine! 
 

 

*Apostle’s Creed  

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession  
  

P:   Here us O God.  

C:   Your mercy is great.  

  

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among 

us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  

Amen.  

 

Peace  
  

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always.  

C:  And also with you. (feel free to do an ‘air’ high five or a peace sign).                                                                                                               

          

Offering   

Thank you for joining us in worship. At this time we will receive the offering for the mission and 

ministry at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. Our congregation relies on the generosity of God’s people to 

sustain the work of our Lord. You can give by mailing a check to the church or on our Paypal link 

paypal.me/stolaffd    



  

Offering Prayer  

 

Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 

Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  

 

Invitation to Communion  
  

Jesus draws the whole world to himself.   

Come to this meal and be fed.   

   

P:  The Lord be with you.   

C:  And also with you.   

P:  Lift up your hearts.   

C:  We lift them up to the Lord.   

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,  heaven and earth are full of your glory.    

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.    

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   

  

*Words of Institution   
 

*Lord’s Prayer  
  

Our Father  

Who art in Heaven  

Hallowed be thy name  

Thy kingdom come  

Thy will be done   

On earth as it is in Heaven  

Give us this day our daily bread  

And forgive us our trespasses  

As we forgive those who trespass against us  

And lead us not into temptation  

But deliver us from evil  

For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory Forever and ever.   

 

Amen.   

 

 

 



 

Prayer after Communion  

 

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. 

Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.   

  

*Blessing  

 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor.  

God bless you (\) that you may be a blessing in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  

Amen.  

 

HYMN    “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”   ELW 537 

            Vs. 1, 2  

1 Lord, you give the great commission: 

 "Heal the sick and preach the word." 

 Lest the church neglect its mission, 

 and the gospel go unheard, 

 help us witness to your purpose 

 with renewed integrity: 

 

Refrain 

 With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us 

 for the work of ministry. 

 

2 Lord, you call us to your service: 

 "In my name baptize and teach." 

 That the world may trust your promise, 

 life abundant meant for each, 

 give us all new fervor, draw us 

 closer in community:  Refrain 

 

*Dismissal  
Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God.  

  

Assisting in Worship  

  

 Presider:      Pastor Emily Sauer 

 Children’s Sermon:     Emily Wikner  

 Lector:          Dave Sauer 

 Organist:        Jason Swedlund 

 Soloist:           Lynda Mumm 

 Sound Tech(s):     Marc Matthes, Mark Oester, Robert Younie 


