
St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 

Second Sunday of Easter, Year B 

Introduction 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s presence, mostly 

through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes 

the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From 

frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material 

sharing such that no one among us is in need. 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the keeper of the covenant, 

the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer. 

Amen. 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of compassion. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Fountain of living water, 

pour out your mercy over us. 

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 

Rebuild what we have ruined 

and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. 

Make us alive in the Spirit 

to follow in the way of Jesus, 

as healers and restorers of the world you so love. 

Amen. 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 

The promise rests on grace: 

by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 

the wisdom and power of God, 

your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 

Journey in the way of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

*HYMN              Gather Us In      ELW 532   

              Vs. 1, 2, 4 

1 Here in this place the new light is streaming, 

 now is the darkness vanished away; 

 see in this space our fears and our dreamings 

 brought here to you in the light of this day. 

 Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 

 gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

 call to us now, and we shall awaken, 

 we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 



2 We are the young, our lives are a myst'ry, 

 we are the old who yearn for your face; 

 we have been sung throughout all of hist'ry, 

 called to be light to the whole human race. 

 Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 

 gather us in, the proud and the strong; 

 give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 

 give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

4 Not in the dark of buildings confining, 

 not in some heaven, light years away— 

 here in this place the new light is shining, 

 now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 

 Gather us in and hold us forever, 

 gather us in and make us your own; 

 gather us in, all peoples together, 

 fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you 

all. 

C:  And also with you.  

 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.      

Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 

Lord have mercy. 

 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Lord have mercy. 

 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Amen. 

 

 

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee         ELW 836 

             Vs. 1 

Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray… 

 

Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, 

enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35 

 

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian community shared what 

they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow believers who were in need. 

 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one claimed private ownership 

of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy 

person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was 

sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 

L:  Word of God, word of Life 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2 

 
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our confessed reality has been 

sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and 

walk in God’s light. 

 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 

we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have 

seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we 

declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be 

complete. 

  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no 

darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not 

do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have 

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for 

ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

L:  Word of God, word of Life 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia. Blessed are those who | have not seen* and yet have come | to believe. Alleluia. (John 20:29) 



*Gospel: John 20:19-31 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

 

The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to Thomas offer a blessing to 

all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 

 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 

met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After 

he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus 

said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the 

other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 

hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 

shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But 

these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                 Emily Wikner 

 

SERMON                                          Emily Wikner 

 

 

HYMN            Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!    ELW 382 

 

 

1 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 Risen our victorious head! 

 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

 Christ is risen from the dead! 

 Gratefully our hearts adore him 

 as his light once more appears; 

 bowing down in joy before him, 

 rising up from griefs and tears. 

 

Refrain 

 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 Risen our victorious head! 

 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

 Christ is risen from the dead! 

 



4 Christ is risen! Henceforth never 

 death or hell shall us enthrall. 

 We are Christ's, in him forever 

 we have triumphed over all. 

 All the doubting and dejection 

 of our trembling hearts have ceased; 

 hail the day of resurrection! 

 Let us rise and keep the feast.  Refrain 

 

*Apostle’s Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

      and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

 

P:   Here us O God. 

C:   Your mercy is great. 

 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among us, 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 

Amen. 

 

Peace 

 

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C:  And also with you. (feel free to do an ‘air’ high five or a peace sign). 

                                                                                                                                                                                       
                      

 

 

 

 



 

Offering  

Thank you for joining us in worship. At this time we will receive the offering for the mission and 

ministry at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. Our congregation relies on the generosity of God’s people to 

sustain the work of our Lord. You can give by mailing a check to the church or on our Paypal link 

paypal.me/stolaffd   

 
Offering Prayer 

Faithful God, 
you walk beside us in desert places, 

and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 

Accompany us in this meal, 

that we may pass over from death to life 

with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.  

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father 

Who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be thy name 

Thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done  

On earth as it is in Heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 

And forgive us our trespasses 

As we forgive those who trespass against us 

And lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil 

For thine is the Kingdom  

and the power and the glory 

Forever and ever.  

 

Amen.  
 

*Blessing 

 
You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. 

 

God bless you (\) that you may be a blessing 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



 

HYMN     Thine Is the Glory     ELW 485 

 

1 Thine is the glory, 

 risen, conqu'ring Son; 

 endless is the vict'ry 

 thou o'er death hast won! 

 Angels in bright raiment 

 rolled the stone away, 

 kept the folded grave-clothes 

 where thy body lay. 

 

Refrain 

 Thine is the glory, 

 risen, conqu'ring Son; 

 endless is the vict'ry 

 thou o'er death hast won! 

 

2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 

 risen from the tomb! 

 Lovingly he greets thee, 

 scatters fear and gloom; 

 let his church with gladness 

 hymns of triumph sing, 

 for the Lord now liveth; 

 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 

 

3 No more we doubt thee, 

 glorious Prince of life; 

 life is naught without thee; 

 aid us in our strife; 

 make us more than conqu'rors, 

 through thy deathless love; 

 bring us safe through Jordan 

 to thy home above.  Refrain 
 

 

*Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Assisting in Worship 

 

 Presider:    Pastor Emily Sauer 

 Children’s Sermon:   Emily Wikner 

 Sermon:    Emily Wikner 

 Lector:       Nancy Hamilton 

 Organist:     Jason Swedlund 

 Soloist:        Lynda Mumm 

 Sound Tech(s):   Marc Matthes, Mark Oester, Robert Younie 

          


