
St. Olaf Lutheran Church  

9 am, Sunday, May 2, 2021  

Fifth Sunday of Easter, Year B  

   

Introduction 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine 

and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the 

first letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with 

Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear 

fruit for the life of the world. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, 

our rock and our redeemer.  

Amen.  

 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of 

compassion.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us.  

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. 

Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers 

and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.  

Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the wisdom 

and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.  

Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.  

 

 

*HYMN             “God Is Here!”        ELW 526 

                            Vs. 1 & 2 

 

1 God is here! As we your people 

 meet to offer praise and prayer, 

 may we find in fuller measure 

 what it is in Christ we share. 

 Here, as in the world around us, 

 all our varied skills and arts 

 wait the coming of the Spirit 

 into open minds and hearts. 

 

2 Here are symbols to remind us 

 of our lifelong need of grace; 

 here are table, font, and pulpit; 



 here the cross has central place. 

 Here in honesty of preaching, 

 here in silence, as in speech, 

 here, in newness and renewal, 

 God the Spirit comes to each. 

 

 

P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

 you all.  

C:   And also with you.   

  

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.     

Lord, have mercy.  

  

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy.  

  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy.  

  

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord have mercy.  

  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   

Amen.  

  

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”      ELW 836 

          Vs. 1 

 

Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his 

resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40 

 

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having 

been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to 

faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 

 



26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian 

eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 

come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet 

Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard 

him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How 

can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of 

the scripture that he was reading was this: 

 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about 

someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good 

news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, 

“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and 

both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came 

up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 

his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he 

proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

L:  Word of God, word of Life  

C:  Thanks be to God.  

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21 

 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, 

while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward 

others because the essence of God is love. 

 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows 

God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in 

this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that 

we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since 

God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one 

another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we 

have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those 

who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love 

that God has for us. 

  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been 

perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in 

this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and 

whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I 

love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom 

they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: 

those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 



 

L:  Word of God, word of Life  

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

*Gospel: John 15:1-8 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 15th chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 [Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that 

bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 

bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you 

are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 

nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever 

you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become 

my disciples.” 

 

P: The gospel of our Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON                    Emily Wikner  

  

SERMON                                             Scott Otto   

  

HYMN             “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”         ELW 377 

             Vs. 1, 3, 4 

 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 

 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 

 

Refrain 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 

 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 

 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 

 gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 



 

4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 

 death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 

 Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 

 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  Refrain 

 

*Apostle’s Creed  

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Prayers of Intercession  

  

P:   Here us O God.  

C:   Your mercy is great.  

  

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among 

us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  

Amen.  

 

Peace  

  

P:  The peace of Christ be with you always. C:  And also with you. (feel free to do an ‘air’ high five or a 

peace sign).                                                                                                               
           

Offering   

Thank you for joining us in worship. At this time we will receive the offering for the mission and 

ministry at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. Our congregation relies on the generosity of God’s people to 

sustain the work of our Lord. You can give by mailing a check to the church or on our Paypal link 

paypal.me/stolaffd    
  

Offering Prayer Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 

bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.  

 

 



Invitation to Communion  

Bishop Lorna Halaas has given Scott Otto authority to preside over the Lord’s table during 2021.  

  

Jesus draws the whole world to himself.   

Come to this meal and be fed.   

   

P:  The Lord be with you.   

C:  And also with you.   

P:  Lift up your hearts.   

C:  We lift them up to the Lord.   

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,  heaven and earth are full of your glory.    

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.    

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.   

  

*Words of Institution   

 

*Lord’s Prayer  

  

Our Father  

Who art in Heaven  

Hallowed be thy name  

Thy kingdom come  

Thy will be done   

On earth as it is in Heaven  

Give us this day our daily bread  

And forgive us our trespasses  

As we forgive those who trespass against us  

And lead us not into temptation  

But deliver us from evil  

For thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory Forever and ever.   

Amen.   

 

Prayer after Communion  

 

God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for the sake of the world. 

Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen.   

  

*Blessing  

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and 

beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  

God bless you (\) that you may be a blessing in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  



Amen.  

 

HYMN     “Christ is Alive!”     ELW 389 

           Vs. 1, 4, 5 

    

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  

 The cross stands empty to the sky. 

 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 

 Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 

 

4 Women and men, in age and youth, 

 can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  

 and find the way, the life, the truth, 

 revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

 

 

5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 

 good news to this and every age, 

 till earth and sky and ocean ring 

 with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

 

*Dismissal  

Go in peace. Share the good news.  

Thanks be to God.  

  

 

Assisting in Worship  

  

 Presider:      Scott Otto  

 Children’s Sermon:     Emily Wikner  

 Lector:          Nancy Hamilton             

 Organist:        Jason Swedlund 

 Soloist:           Lynda Mumm  

 Sound Tech(s):     Marc Matthes  

         Mark Oester  

        Robert Younie   

 


