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Introduction
As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the implications
of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling
people to repentance right after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that
John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers
leave everything they have known and worked for all their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,

whose voice is upon the waters,

whose mercy is poured out upon all people,

whose goodness cascades over all creation.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

you search us and know us.

You are acquainted with all our ways.

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin—
our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow

your outward way of love.

We distrust those who are not like us.

We exploit the earth and its resources

and fail to consider generations to come.

Forgive us, gracious God,

for all we have done and left undone.

Even before the words are on our tongues,

you know them;

receive them in your divine mercy.

Amen.

How vast is God’s grace!

Through the power and promise of -+ Christ Jesus,
our sins are washed away

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.

Indeed, we are forgiven.

In the wake of God’s forgiveness,

we are called to be the beloved community



living out Christ’s justice
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.

*HYMN Take My Life, That | May Be ELW 685
vs. 1-4

1 Take my life, that | may be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands and let them move
at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be
swift and beautiful for thee.
3 Take my voice and let me sing
always, only, for my King;
take my lips and let them be
filled with messages from thee.
4 Take my silver and my gold,
not a mite would | withhold,;

take my intellect and use
ev'ry pow'r as thou shall choose.

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C: And also with you.

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.



Amen.
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise
you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the
world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and
make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The book of Jonah raises a serious question when the prophet Jonah is given a one-sentence message:
Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point
of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?”

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, >“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of
the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. *Jonah began to go into
the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” >And
the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on
sackcloth.

wWhen God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the

calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

L: Word of God, word of Life
C: Thanks be to God.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want
Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God'’s future, which even now has dawned
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be
as though they had none, *%and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice
as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, *!and those who
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing

away.

L: Word of God, word of Life
C: Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le-lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of ¢ - ter - nal  life. Al-le-Tn - ja. Al-le-ln - ia.

Gospel: Mark 1:14-20

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as “the gospel” or good
news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance and
faith.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, *°and saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”
18As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the
sea—for they were fishermen. 1’ And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for
people.” BAnd immediately they left their nets and followed him. °As he went a little farther, he saw
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 2Immediately he
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

SERMON Emily Sauer



HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me

1

"Will you come and follow me

if I but call your name?

Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown

in you and you in me?

"Will you leave yourself behind
if I but call your name?

Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare,
should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r

in you and you in me?

"Will you love the you you hide

if I but call your name?

Will you quell the fear inside

and never be the same?

Will you use the faith you've found

to reshape the world around,

through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?"

*Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

creator of heaven and earth.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

ELW 798
(Vs. 1,2, 4)



the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who dwells among
us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Offering

Thank you for joining us in worship. At this time we will receive the offering for the mission and
ministry at St. Olaf Lutheran Church. Our congregation relies on the generosity of God’s people to
sustain the work of our Lord. You can give by mailing a check to the church or on our Paypal link
paypal.me/stolaffd

* Offering Prayer

O God,

receive these gifts as you receive us:

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care,

and empower us in faithful service

to tend to others with this same love,

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.

Amen.

*Lord’s Prayer

Our Father

Who art in Heaven

Hallowed be thy name

Thy kingdom come

Thy will be done

On earth as it is in Heaven
Give us this day our daily bread
And forgive us our trespasses
As we forgive those who trespass against us
And lead us not into temptation
But deliver us from evil

For thine is the Kingdom

and the power and the glory
Forever and ever. Amen.



*Blessing
May the God of all creation,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,
Sovereign, *+ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always.
Amen.

HYMN Sent Forth by God's Blessing

1 Sent forth by God's blessing,
our true faith confessing,

the people of God from this dwelling take leave.

The supper is ended.

Oh, now be extended

the fruits of this service in all who believe.
The seed of Christ's teaching,

receptive souls reaching,

shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,

your love shall unite us

to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

*Dismissal

ELW 547



Go in peace. Christ is with you.

Thanks be to God.
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