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Sunday, October 11, 2020
Lectionary 28, Year A

 

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe away death forever.  In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting for the abundant life of God.
*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us.
We confess that we are captive to sin
and cannot free ourselves.
We turn from your loving embrace
and go our own ways.
We pass judgment on one another
before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors.
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions,
and turn us again to life in you
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need,
and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own.
Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ.
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness
to do God’s work in the world.
Amen.






*HYMN		We Are Called                 ELC 720


1	Come! Live in the light!
	Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
	We are called to be light for the kingdom,
	to live in the freedom of the city of God.
Refrain
	We are called to act with justice,
	we are called to love tenderly;
	we are called to serve one another,
	to walk humbly with God.

2	Come! Open your heart!
	Show your mercy to all those in fear!
	We are called to be hope for the hopeless
so hatred and blindness will be no more.  Refrain

3	Sing! Sing a new song!
	Sing of that great day when all will be one!
	God will reign, and we'll walk with each other
	as sisters and brothers united in love.  Refrain
	 		
P: 	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: 	And also with you. 


In peace, let us pray to the Lord.     

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen.


Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

*Prayer of the Day

[bookmark: _GoBack]AM: Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life of abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.


FIRST READING

Isaiah 25:1-9

New Revised Standard Version

25 O LORD, you are my God;
    I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
    plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2 For you have made the city a heap,
    the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
    it will never be rebuilt.
3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
    cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4 For you have been a refuge to the poor,
    a refuge to the needy in their distress,
    a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
5     the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
    the song of the ruthless was stilled.
6 On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples
    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
    of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7 And he will destroy on this mountain
    the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
    the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8     he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces,
    and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
    for the LORD has spoken.
9 It will be said on that day,
    Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
    This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
    let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
Word of God, word of life.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
SECOND READING

Philippian 4:1-9

New Revised Standard Version
4 1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters,[a] whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
2 I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion,[b] help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.
4 Rejoice[c] in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.[d] 5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, beloved,[e] whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about[f] these things. 9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
Word of God, word of life.

*Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia. Alleluia.


Matthew 25:14-30
New Revised Standard Version 

	P:	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25TH  chapter.
	C:	Glory to you, O Lord.


14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 to one he gave five talents,[a] to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

	L:	Word of God, word of life.
	C:	Thanks be to God.

SERMON			VOCATION					Pastor Emily Sauer


*HYMN OF THE DAY	 The King of Love My Shepherd Is        ELW 502 (vs. 1-4)

1	The King of love my shepherd is,
	whose goodness faileth never;
	I nothing lack if I am his
	and he is mine forever.

2	Where streams of living water flow,
	my ransomed soul he leadeth
	and, where the verdant pastures grow,
	with food celestial feedeth.

3	Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
	but yet in love he sought me,
	and on his shoulder gently laid,
	and home, rejoicing, brought me.

4	In death's dark vale I fear no ill,
	with thee, dear Lord, beside me,
	thy rod and staff my comfort still;
	thy cross before to guide me.

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk45268033]*Prayers of Intercession  
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

*Peace
AM: 	The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: 	And also with you.
Let us share with one another a sign of Christ’s peace with a peace sign or an air high five. 

Offering: At this time we will receive our offering for the mission and ministry at the PayPal.me/stolaffd, the Vanco app, by dropping it in our offering plate on your way out or by mailing a check to our church. We appreciate your good gifts as they further sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ.


*Offering Prayer

AM: 	Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.
	You have set before us these gifts of your good creation.
	Prepare us for your heavenly banquet,
	nourish us with these good gifts, 
	and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world,
	through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

C:	Amen.


Prayer after Communion

P:	We give you thanks, gracious God,
	that you have once again fed us with your Word.
	Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven,
	into your beloved vineyard
	to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst,
	guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ
	and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C:	Amen.


* Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in Heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*Blessing

	P:	Holy God,
		Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
		bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.

	C:	Amen.

*HYMN			This Little Light of Mine		ELW  677

1	This little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
	this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
	this little light of mine, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
	let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

2	Ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
	ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
	ev'rywhere I go, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
	let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

3	Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
	Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine;
	Jesus gave it to me, I'm goin'-a let it shine,
	let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
	 
*Dismissal
AM:	Go in peace. Remember the poor.

C:	Thanks be to God.








Assisting in Worship 
Presider: Pastor Emily Sauer
Reader:	Howard Hartman
Organist: Jason Swedlund
Soloist: Lynda Mumm
 
We will not be celebrating Holy Baptism during this pandemic. We do not feel there is a safe way to provide this sacrament as the virus continues to spread. May God hold you close during this difficult time. 
